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INT R O- 


INTRODUCTION. 


IN proportion as ſociety tefines, 
new books muſt ever become more 
neceſſary. Savage ruſticity is re- 
claimed by oral admonition alone; 
but the elegant excefles of -refine- 
ment are beſt corrected by the ſtill 
voice of ſtudious enquiry, In a po- 
lite age, almoſt every perſon be- 
eames a reader, and receives more 
inſtruction from the preſs than the 
pulpit. The preaching Bonſe may 
inſtruct the illiterate peaſant; but 
nothing lefs than the inſinuating 
addreſs of fine writing can win its 
way to an heart already relaxed in 
all the effeminacy of refinement. 
Books are neceſſary to correct the 

Cc vices 


._- 


21 


vices of the polite; but thoſe vices 
are ever changing, and the antidote 
ſhould be changed accordingly,— 
ſhould ſtill be new. 

Inſtead, therefore, of thinking the 
number of new publications too 
great, I could with it ſtill greater, as 
they are the moſt uſeful inſtruments 
of reformation. Every country 
muſt be inſtructed either by wr1- 
TERS Or PREACHERS; but as the 
number of readers increaſes, the 
number of hearers is proportionably 
diminiſhed, —the writer becomes 
more uſeful, and the preaching Bonſe 
leſs neceſſary. 

Inſtead, therefore, of complaining 
that writers are overpaid, when 
their works procure them a bare ſub- 
ſiſtance, I ſhould imagine it the 
duty of a ſtate, not only to encou- 
rage their numbers, but their induſtry. 
A Bonſe is rewarded with immenſe 

riches 


87 


2iches for inſtructing only a few, 
even of the moſt igncrant, of the 
people; and ſure the poor ſcholar 
9 ſhould not beg his Dread, who is 
capable of inſtructing a million. 
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ESSAT ON FRIENDSHIP. 


THERE are few ſubjects which 
Have heen more written upon, and 
leſs underſtood; than that of Friend-. 
hip. To follow the dictates of 


me, this. virtue, inſtead of being. 
the 


1 


the aſſwager of pain, becomes the 
ſource of every inconvenience. Such 
ſpeculatiſts, by expecting too much 
from friendſhip, diſſolve the con- 
nexion, and, by drawing the bands 
too cloſely, at length break them. 
Almoſt all our romance and novel- 
writers are of this kind; they per- 
ſuade us to friendſhips, which we 
find it impoſſible to ſuſtain to the 
laſt; ſo that this ſweetner of life, 
under proper regulations is, by their 
means, rendered inacceſſible or un- 
eaſy, It is certain, the beſt methoaſ 
to cultivate this virtue is by letting 
it, in ſome meaſure, make itſelf; 
a ſimilitude of minds or ſtudies, and 
even ſometimes a diverſity of pur- 
ſuits, will produce all the pleaſures 
that ariſe from it. The current of 
tenderneſs widens as it proceeds: 
and two men imperceptibly find 
their hearts warm with good - nature 
C3 — 


repay the immenſity of their debt, 


0 


for each other, when they were, ar: 
urſt only in puriuit-of- mirth or re- 
laxat ion. 

Friendſttp is like a deht- of ho- 
nour; the moment it is talked of, 
it loſes its real name, and aſſumes 
the ungratefulf form of obligation. 


From hence we find, that thoſe who 


regularly undertake to cultivate 
kriendſhip, find ingratitude generally 
repays their endeavours. That circle 
of beings, which dependance gathers 
round us, is almoſt ever unfriendly + 


they ſecretly with the term of their · 
cgonnexions more nearly equal; and, 


where they even have the moſt vir. 
tue, are prepared to reſerve all their · 
affoct ions for their patron, only in- 
the hour of his. decline. Increating. 

the obligations which are laid upon 
ſuch minds, only encreafe their bur- 
then; they feel themſelves unable to. 


and: 
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and their bankrupt hearts are taught 
a latent reſentment at the hand that 
it ſtretched out with offers of ſer- 
vice and relief. 

PL Aurixus was a man who 
thought that every good was bought 
from riches; and as he was poſs 
ſeſſed of great wealth, and had a 
mind naturally formed for virtue, 
he reſolved to gather à circle of che 
beſt men round him. Among the 
number of his dependants was Mu- 
SIDORUS, With a mind juſt as fond 
of virtue, yet not lefs:proud than his 
patron. His circumſtances, however, 
were ſuch as forced him. to ſtoop to 
the good offices of his ſuperior, and: 
he ſaw himſelf daily among a num- 
ber of othersloaded with benefits and 
proteſtations: of friendſhip, Theſe, 
in the uſual courſe of the world, he. 
rhought it prudent to accept; but, 


wlule he gaye his eſteem, he could. 
not. 


r 
* 
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not give his heart. A want of af- 
fection breaks out in the moſt trif- 


ling inſtances, and PLATIN us had. 


{kill enough to obſerve the minuteſt 
actions of the man he wiſhed to 
make his friend. In theſe he ever 
found his aim diſappointed; for 
Mustpokus claimed an exchange 
of hearts, which Pr AuriNus, ſo- 
licited by a variety of claims, could 


never think of beſtowing. 


It may be eaſily ſuppoſed, that 


the reſerve of our poor proud man, 
was ſoon conſtrued into ingratitude; 


and ſuch, indeed, in the common ac- 


ceptation of the world it was. 


Wherever Mus1Dorus. appeared, 


he was remarked as the ungrateful 


man; he had accepted favours, it 


was 121d, and had ſtill the inſolence 


to pretend to independance. The 


event, however, juſtified his con- 


duct. PravrTinus, by miſplaced 


liberality, 


P ” 
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BBberality, at length became poor: 
and it was then that Mus1Doxvus 
firſt thought of making a friend of 
him. He flew to the man of fal. 
Ten fortune, with an offer of all he. 
had; wrought under his direction 
with aſſiduity; and by uniting their 
talents, both were at length placed 
in that ſtate of life from which one 
of them had formerly fallen. 

To this ſtory, taken from modern 
life, I ſhall add one more, taken 
from a Greek writer of antiquity: 
Two Jewiſh ſoldiers, in the 
time of VesPASTIAN, had made ma- 
ny campaigns together; and a par- 
ticipation of dangers, at length, bred 
an union of hearts. They were re- 
marked throughout the whole army, 
as the two friendly brothers; they 
felt and fought for each other. — 
Their friendſhip might have conti- 
nued, without interruption, till death, 


had. 


the Romans, it became victorious, 


0) 
had not the good fortune of the one 


alarmed the pride of the other, 
which was in his promotion to be a 
Centurion under the famous John, 
who headed a particular party of the 
Jewiſh male-contents. 


From this moment their former 
love was converted into the moſt 
inveterate enmity. They attached 
themſelves to oppofite factions, and 
fought each other's lives in the con- 
fit of adverſe party. In this man- 
ner they continued for more than 
two years, vowing mutual revenge, 
and animated with an unconquerable 


ſpirit of averſion. At length, however 


that party of the Jews, to which the 
mean ſoldier belonged, joining with 


and drove John, with all his adhe- 
rents, into the Temple. Hiſtory has 
given us more than one picture of 


the dreadful conflagration of that 


ſuperb 


(x 


ſaperb edifice. The Roman ſoldiers 
were gathered round it; the whole 
Temple was in flames, -and thou- 
ſands were ſeen amidſt them, within 
its ſacred circuit. It was in this fi- 
tuation of things, that the now ſue- 
ceſsful ſoldier ſaw his former friend 
upon the battlement. of the higheſt 
tower, looking round with horror, 
and juſt ready to be conſumed with 
flames. All his former tenderneſs 
now returned ; he ſaw the man of 
his boſom juſt going to periſh; and, 
unable to withſtand the impulſe, he 
ran ſpreading his arms, and crying 
out to his friend, to leap down from 
the top, and find ſafety with him. 
The Centurion from above heard, 
and obeyed, and, caſting hiraſelf 
from the top of the tower, into his 
fellow-ſoldiers arms, both fell a ſa. 
crifice on the ſpot; one being 


cruſhed to death by the weight of 
| his 
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AS E M, 


% ASEM, rur MAN-HATER, 
7 2 
| 


WHERE Tavkis lifts its head 
above the ſtorm, and preſents no. 
-thingto the ſight of the diſtant travel- 
ler, but a proſpe& of nodding rocks, 
falling torrents, and all the variety of 
tremendous nature; on the bleak 
boſom of this frightful mountain, 
ſecluded from ſociety, and deteſting 
the ways of men, lived AszM the 
Man-hater, 

As had ſpent his youth with 
men, had ſhared in their amuſe- 
ments, and had been taught to love 
his fellow creatures with the moſt 
ardent affection: but from the ten- 
derneſs of his diſpoſition, he ex- 
hauſted all his fortune in relieving 
the wants of the diſtreſſed. The 

D petitioner 
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11 
«petitioner never ſued in vain; the 
-weary traveller never paſſed his 


door: he only deſiſted from doing 
good when he had no longer ths 


power of relieving. 
From a fortune thus Tpent in he— 


nevolence, he expected a. grateful 


return from thoſe he had formerly 
relicved; and made his application 
with confidence of redreſs. The 
ungrateful world ſoon grew weary 


of his importunity; for pity is but 


a ſhort-lived paſſion. He ſoon, there- 
fore, began to view mankind .in 


a very different light from that in 


Which he had before beheld them 


he perceived a thouſand vices he had 


never before ſuſpected to exiſt: 
wherever he turned, ingratitude, 
diſſimulation, and treachery, con- 
tributed to increaſe his deteſtation of 
them. Reſolved therefore to conti- 
nue no longer in a world which he 


hate d 
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hated, and which repaid his de- 
teſtation with contempt, he retired 
to this region of ſterilty, in order 
to brood over his reſentment in fo-- 
litude, and converſe with the only 
honeſt heart he knew; namely with 
his own. 
A cave was his only ſhelter from 
the inclemenc of the weather 
fruits gathered with.difficulty from 
the mountain's ſide, his only food; 
and his drink was fetched with dan- 
ger and toil from the head- long tor- 
rent. In this manner he l ved 12- 
queſtered from ſociety, paſiing the 
hours in meditation, and ſometimes. 
exulting that he was able to live in- 
dependently of his fellow-creatures. 
At the foot of the mountain, an 
extenſive lake diſplayed in glaſſy 
boſom; reflecting, on its broad ſur- 
face, the impending horrors of the 
mountain, To this capacious mir- 
B. 2 For: 
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er he would ſometimes deſcend, 


and, reclining on its ſteep bank caſt 


an eager look on the ſmooth ex- 
panſe that lay before him. How 
beanmiful,” he often cried, © is na- 


ture! how lovely, even in her wildeſt 
ſcenes! How finely contraſted is 


the level plain chat lies beneath me, 


with yon awful pile that hides its 
tremendous head in clouds! but the 
heauty of theſe ſcenes is no way 


comparable with their utility; from 


hence an hundred rivers are ſup- 


plied, which diſtribute health and 
verdure to the various countries 


through which they, flow, Every 


part of the univerſe is beautiful, juſt, 


and wiſe, but man: vile man 1s a 


ſoleciſman nature; the only monſter. 


in che creation. Tempeſts and 


Whirlwinds have their uſe ; but vi- 

cious, ungrateful man is a blot in 

the fair page of univerſal beauty. 
r Why. 
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Why was I born of that deteſted 


ſpecies, whoſe vices are almoſt a 
reproach to the wifdom of the di- 
vine Creator! Were men intirely 
free from vice, all would be unifor- 
mity, harmony, and order. A world 
of moral rectitude ſhould be the reſult 
of a perfectly moral agent. Why, 
why then, O Arr 4 | muſt I bethus 
confined in darkneſs, doubs, and 
deſpair!” 

Juſt as he uttered the word Deſ- 
pair, he was going to plunge into a 
1:lake beneath him, at once to ſa- 
tisfy his doubts, and put a period to 
his anxiety z3 when he perceived a 
majeſtic being walking, on the ſur- 
face of the water, and approaching 
the bank on which he ſtood. So 
unexpected an object at once check- 
ed his purpoſe he ſtopped, contem- 
plated, and fancied he ſaw fome- 
thing. awful and divine in his atpect, 


93 80. 
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Son of Adam,” ctied the ge- 
aids, © ſtop thy raſh purpoſe; the 


Vather of the Faithful has ſeen thy 


Juſtico, thy. integrity, thy muſeries;.. 
and hath ſent me to afford and 
adminiſter relief. Giye me thine | 


hand, and follow without trembling, 


Wherever I ſhall lead; in me be- 
hold the Genius of Convidtion, kept 
by the great prophet, to turn from 


their errors theſe who go aſtray, not 
from curiofity, but a reQitude of 
intention. Follow me and be wile.” 


Aszm immediately deſcended 
upon the lake, and his guide con- 
ducted him along the ſurface of the 


A the lake, they both began to ſink; 
the waters cloſed over their heads; 
they deſcended ſeveral hundred fa- 
thoms, till Asx u,; juſt ready to give 
ap His life as inevitably loſt, found 


nimſelf with his Celeſtial guide in 


another 1 


5 

SY 
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another world, at the bottom of the 
waters, where human foot had never 
trod before. His aſtoniſhment was 
beyond defcription; when he ſaw a 
ſun like that he had left, a ſerene 
ſky over his head, and blooming - 
verdure under his feet. 
« T plainly perceive your amaze» . 
ment,” ſaid the Genius; but ſuſ- 
pend it for a While. This world 
was formed by Al. LA, at the requeſt, 
and under the inſpection, of our 
great prophet, who once entertained 
the ſame doubts which filled your 
mind when I found you, and from 
the conſequence of which you were 
ſo lately reſcued. The rational in- 
habitants of this world are formed 
agreeable to your own ideas; they 
are abſolutely without vice. In other 
reſpects it xeſembles your earth, but 
differs from it in being wholly inha- 
baed by men who neyer do wrong. 
I. 
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If you find this world more agreca- 4 
ble than that you ſo lately left, you . | 
have free permiſſion to ſpend the. 
remainder of your days in it; but 


permit me, for ſome time, to attend | 
you, that I may filence your doubts, . F 
and make youbetter acquainted with. 4 
your company and your new hahi- * 
tation.“ I 


« A world without vice? Rati - 
onal beings without immorality !” 
cried Ask M, in a rapture; © I thank. 
thee, O ALLa, who has at length. 
heard my petitions; this, this in- 
deed will produce happineſs, extaſy, . 
and eaſe, . O for an immortality !- 
to ſpend it among men who are 
incapable of ingratitude, injuſtice, . 
| fraud, violence, and a thouſand other 
| -_ "crimes, that render ſociety miſe- 
| © rable.” | 
b e Ceaſe thine exclamations,“ re- 
| plied the Genius. Look around 
hee 


a 


mee; reflect on every object and 
action before us, and communicate 

to me the reſult of thine obſerva- 

tions. Lead wherever you think 
proper; F ſhall be your attendant: 
and inſtructor.” As EM and his 

companion travelled on in filence 

for ſome time, the former being en- 
tirely loſt in aſtoniſhment z* but, at 

laſt, recovering his fomer ſerenity, . 

he could not help obſerving, that 

the face of the country bore a very 

near reſemblance to that he had 

left, except that this ſubterra- 

nean world ſtill ſeemed to retain 
its primeval wildneſs. 

« Here” cried AsE M, © I per- 
ceive animals of prey, and others 
that ſeem only deſigned for their. 
ſubſiſtance; it is the very ſame iii 
the world over our heads. But, had 
I been permitted to inſtru our 


prophet, I would have removed this 
defect, 
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defect, and formed no voracious oF” 
deſtructive animals, which only 


prey on the other parts of the crea- 
. | . 

tion.“ „our tenderneſs: for in- 
fœrior animals is, Ifind, remarkable,” 


ſaid the Genius, ſmiling. But, with 


regard to meaner creatures, this 
world exactly reſembles the other; 
and, indeed, for obvious rcaſons : 
for the earth can-ſupport a more con- 


ſiderable number of animals, by 
their thus becoming food for each 


other, than if they had lived entirely 


on the vegetable productions; ſo 
that animals of different natures, 


thus formed; inſtead of leſſening their 


multitude, ſubſiſt in the greateſt 

number poſtible. But let us haſten 
on to the inhabited country before 
us, and ſee what that offers for in- 


ſtruction. 


They ſoon gained the utmoſt | 


verge of the foreſt, and entered the 


country 
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-yountry inhabited by men without 
vice; and Ask anticipated, in idea, 
che rational delight he hoped to ex- 
perience in ſuch an innocent ſociety. 
But they had ſcarce left the con- 
fines of the wood, when they be- 
held one of the inhabitants flying 
with haſty ſteps, and terror in his 
countenance, from an army of ſquir- 
rels that cloſely purſued him. 
Heavens! cried Astm, © why 
does he fly? What can he fear from 
animals fo contemptible?“ He had 
ſcarce ſpoke, when he perceived two 
dogs purſuing another- of the human 
ſpecies, who with equal terror and 
haſte, attempted to avoid them. 
«© This,” cried AsEM to his guide, 
« 1s truly ſurpriſing; nor can I con- 
ceive the reaſon for .ſo ſtrange an 
action.” very ſpecies of ani- 
mals,“ replied the Genius, “has of 

late grown very powerful in this 

country:; 
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country; for the inhabitants at firſt, A 
thinking ir unjuſt ro uſe either fraud 
or force in deſtroying them, they 
have inſenfibly encreaſed, and now 
frequently ravage their harmleſs 
frontiers,” © But they ſhould have 
been deftroyed,” cried As: M; © you 


ſce the conſequence ot ſuch neglect.“ 4 
Where is then that tenderneſs you 1 
ſo lately expreſſed for ſubordinate F 
animals?“ replied the Genius, 1 


{miling: © you ſeem to have forgot 
that branch of juſtice.” I muſt ac- 
knowledge my miſtake,” returned 
AsEM; I am now convinced that 
i we muſt be guilty of tyranny and 
| injuſtice to the brute creation, if we 
i would enjoy the world ourſelves. 
| But let us no longer obſerve the duty 
of men to theſe irrational creatures, 
but ſurvey their connexions with one 
another.“ 
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As they walked further up the 


country, the more he was ſurpriſed 
to ſee no veſtiges of handſome 


houſes, no cities, nor any mark of 


e'2gant deſigns. His conductor 


perceiving his ſurpriſe, obſerved, 
That the inhabitants of this new 


world were perfectly ſatisfied with 


their ancient ſimplicity; each had 


an houſe, which, though homely was 


ſufficient to lodge his little family ; 

they were too good to build houſes, 
which would only increaſe their own 
pride, and the envy of the ſpec- 
tator; what they built was for con- 
venience, not for ſhew, At leaſt, 
then, © ſaid AsEM, © they have net- 
ther architects, painters,, or ſtatua- 


Ties, in their ſociety; but theſe are 


idle arts, and may be ſpared. How- 
ever, before I ſpend much more 
time here, you ſhould have my 
thanks for introducing me into the 
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ſociety of ſome of their wiſeſt men: 
there is {carcc any pleaſure to me 


equal to a refined converfation ; 


there is nothing of which I am fo 
enamoured as wiſdom,” “ Wit. 
dom !” replied his inſtructor, © how 
ridiculous ! We have no wiſdom 
here, for we have no occaſion for it; 
true wiſdom i is only a knowledge of 
our own duty, and the duty of 
others to us. but of what uſe is ſuch 


wiſdom here? Each intuitively per- 


forms what is right in bimſelt, 
and expects the ſame from others. 
If, by wiſdom, you ſhould mean 
vaincurioſity and empty ſ peculation, 
as ſuch pleaſures have their origin 
in vanity, luxury, or avarice, we are 
too good to purſue them.” All 
this may be right,” ſays AsEM; but, 
methinks, I obſerve a folitary dif- 
poſition prevail among the people; 


each family keeps ſeparately within 
their 
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their own precincts, without ſociety, 
or without intercourſe.” “ That 
indeed, is true,” replicd the other 
« here is no cſtabliſhed ſociety ; 
nor ſhonld there be any: all ſocie- 
ties are made cither through fear or 
friendſhip, the people we are among 
are too good to fear each other, and 
there are no motives to private 
friendſhip, where all are equally 
meritorious,” + Well, then,” ſaid 
the ſceptic, © as. Iam to ſpend my 
time here, if I am to have neither 
the polite arts, nor wiſdom, nor 
friendſhip, in ſuch a world, I ſhould 
be glad, at leaſt, of an caſy com- 


panion who may tell me his thoughts, 


and to whom I may communicate 
mine!” © And to what purpoſe ſhould 
either do this?” ſays che Genius: 
& flattery or curioſity are vicious mo- 
tives, and never allowed here; and 
wiſdom is out of the queſtion.” 
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© Still, however,“ ſaid As, 
et: the inhabitants muſt be happy ; 


cach is contented” with his own pof- 


ſeſſions, nor avariciouſſy endeavours 
to heap up more than is neceſſary 
for his own. fubfittence ; cach has 
thcrefore, leiſure to pity thoſe that 
ſtand in need of his compaſſion.“ 
He had fearcc ſpoken, when his 
cars were afluuhed with the lamen- 
rations of a wretch who ſat by the 


way-fide, and in the moſt deplorable. 


diſtreſs, feemed gently to murmur 
at his own miſery. As:m imme- 
diately ran to his relict, and found 
him in the laſt tage of a conſump- 
tion, © Strange,” cried the ſon of 
ADAM, © that men who are free 
from vice ſhould ſuffer fo much 
% miſery without relief?“ “ Be 
not ſurprized,“ ſaid the wretch wl o 
was dying; © would it not be the 
utmoſt injuſtice for beings, whohave 


only 
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only juſt ſuthcient to ſupport them- 
ſelves, and are content with a bare 
ſubtiſtence, to take it from their own 
mouths to put it into mine? They 
never are poſſeſſed of a ſingle meal 
moro than is neceſſary; and what is 
barely neceſſary, cannot be diſpenſed 


with.” „They ſhould have been 


ſupplied with more than is neceflary” 
cried AsEM; © and yet I contradict 
my own opinion but a moment be- 
fore : all 1s doubt, perplexity, and 
confuſion. Even the want of in— 


gratitude is no virtue here, ſince 


they never received a favour. They 
have, however, another excellence, 
yet behind; the love of their coun- 
try is ſtill J hope, one of their dar- 
ling virtues.“ “Peace, As!“ re- 
plied the guardian, with a counte- 
nance not leſs ſevere than beautiful, 
© nor forfeit all thy pretenſions to 
wiſdom; the ſame ſelfiſh motives 
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by which we prefer our own inte- 
reſt to that of others, induce us to 
regard our country preferable to 
that of another, Nothing leſs than 
univerſal benevolence is free from 
vice, and that you fee 1s practiſed 
here.” Strange!“ cries the diſ- 
appointed pilgrim, in an agony of 
diſtrets ; * what fort of a world am 
I nowintroduced to ? There 1s ſcarce 
a fiagle virtue, but that of tempe- 
rance, which they pradtiſe; and in 
that they are no way ſuperior to the 
very brute creation, There is ſcarce 
an amuſement which they enjoy; 
fortitude, liberality, friendſhip, wiſ- 
dom, converſation, and love of coun- 
try, all are virtues entirely unknown 
here; thus it ſeems, that to be ac- 
quainted with vice, is not to know 
virtue. Take me, O my Genius, 
back to that very world which I 
have deſpiſcd: a world which has 

ALLA 
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ALL A for its contriver, is much more 
wiſely formed than that which has 
been projected by MAnOMET. In- 
gratitude, contempt, and hatred I 
can now ſuffer, for perhaps I have 
deſerved them. When I arraigned 
the wiſdom of Providence, I only 
ſhewed my own ignorance ; hence. 
forth let me keep from vice my- 
ſelf, and pity it in others. 

He had ſcarce ended, when the 
Genius aſſuming an air of terrible 
complacency, called all his thunders 
around him, and yaniſhed in a whirl- 
wind. Astm, aſtoniſhed at the 
terror of the ſcene, looked for his 
imaginary world; when, caſting his 
eyes around, he perceived himſelf 
in the very fithiation, and in the very 
place, where he firſt began to re- 
pine and deſpair; his right foot had 
been advanced to take the fatal 
plunge, nor had it been yet with- 
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drawn ; ſo inſtantly did Providence 
ſtrike the truths juſt imprinted on 
his foul. He now departed from 
the water-fide in tranquility, and, 
leaving the horrid manſion, travelled 
to SEGESTAN, his native city; where 
he diligently applied himſelf to 
commerce, and put in practice that 
wiſdom he had learned in ſolitude. 
The frugality of a few years ſoon 
produced opulence ; the number of 
his domeſtics increaſed ; his friends 
came to him from every part of the 
city; nor did he receive them with 
difdain ; and a youth of miſery was 
concluded with an old-age of ele- 
gance, aſfluence, and caſc. þ 


ORMAH! 
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E T pride be humbled in the 
duſt, let the arm of Omnipo- 
tence be univerſally acknowledged 
to over-rule the actions of men, and 


Jet every murmur at the diſpenſa- 


tions of Providence be filenced at 

the reflection of their Juſtice. 
Orman, the ſon of Covror, the 
ſovereign of nations, was very carly 
one of the moſt accomplithed young 
men of the Eaſt: he was born to 
the expectation of wealth; and the 
exerciſe 
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exerciſe of power; but his heart was 
ſoon elated with the conſciouſneſs 
of rank, and the pageantry of ſhew; 
and he forgot that authority is no 
longer deſireable than while it is 
obeyed through love; and that no 
ſtate is leſs enviable, than that 
which excites at once fear and con- 
tempt. 5 

No ſooner' was he ſeated on the 
throne of his Paternal dominions, 
than he. aſſumed an air very diffe- 
rent from that which is the reſult 
of true dignity. His commands 
were delivered in menaces rather 
than words, his edicts were thun- 
dered with the awe of irrevocable 
ſeverity, and every appcarance he 
made in public was only a prelude 
to violence, rapine and murder. 

Reſtrained by no ideas of Juſtice 
and controuled by no advice, he 
ſought for gratification only from 
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the diſplay of arbitrary power, and 
dreaded nothing ſo much as the im- 
putation of puſilanimity and irre- 
ſolution. The Prime-Vizier was 
diſgraced and baniſhed, for daring 
to open his lips in defence of an 
innocent perſon, whom ORMAH 
had condemned to death without 
offering even a ſhadow of reaſon for 
the ſeverity of ſuch a decree; and 
every good and every conſcientious 
man, under his government either 
deplored in private the miſery of 
his ſituation, or met inevitable fate 
in daring to oppoſe it. Such was 
the unhappy diſpoſition of the ſo- 
vereign, whom Providence had 
placed at the head of millions of 
ſubjects, that in a few years after 
his aſſuming the reins of govern- 
ment, he had not a man in his do- 
minions whoſe heart was warm 
in his intereft- through love, or 
$30 attached 
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attached to his perſon through gra- ö 
titude. His palace was only filled 
ö with the abandoned Miniſters of 

his vengeance, and the abject vaſ- 
dals of his power. He heheld with 
horror the deſertion of his court, 

and uttered menaces of revenge, 

and denunciations of the ſevereſt J 
wrath, at being prevented from 4 
the exerciſe of his former power; 4 
and as ſovereign ſway was in his 
eſtimation of no value, without | 
being diſplayed in acts of tyranny 42 
and deſpotiſm, he iflued an order £ 
for every Miniſter under his go- 
vernment to attend his perſon ,on 
an appointed day, on pain of the 
utmoſt ſeverity that offended Ma- 
jeſty could inflict, The orders at 
firſt were heard with terror; and 
irreſolution ſeized on every depen- 
dant on the throne. In a ſhort 


time the confternation which they 
had 
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had occaſioned, ſunk into ſettled 


geliberation, and as the tranſition 
from fear to hate is only a natural 
conſequence, aconſpiracy was formed 
againſt the Sultan Ormah, and re- 
fiſtance to his commands refolved 
en by the unanimous concurrence 
of thouſands whom oaly the fame 
of his cruelty had yet reached. 

To ſtrengthen their hands, and 
enſure ſucceſs to their undertakings; 
they applied to a neighbouring 
prince to eſpouſe their cauſe and to 
lead them on to deliverance or 
death. Between regal powers, 
jealouſy and ſecret hate generally 


ſubſiſts: an occafion to weaken or 


enſnare one another will always be 
eagerly ſought; and honour which 
ought to be more ſacred, and 
more binding in the higher ranks 
of life will be often ſacrificed 
to party reyenge, perſonal pique, 
Þ | 
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or ſelfiſh and intereſted views. 
His neighbour AB DA LLAH 
thought this a valuable opportunity 


for aggrandizing his power, and ex- 


tending his dominions. He em- 
braced with eagerneſs the execution 
of the plan which was offered to 
him, and before Orman. could be 
apprized of the revolt of his ſub- 
jects, he had marched an hundred 
thouſand men into the heart of his 
kingdom. The .ſervile attendants 


on the perſon of ORkMAH dreaded 


to inform him of an event ſo fatal 
to his authority and ſo dangerous to 
his perſon; and although rumours 
were ſpread abroad over all the im- 
perial city and palace, that a conſpi- 
racy was formed and ripe for exe- 
cution, they tried to amuſe him with 
a belief that theſe reports were 
groundleſs, and that they were well 


aſſured he might expect to ſee his 
officers 
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officers appear on the day appointed 
for their attendance, to court his 
ſmiles, and acknowledge an implr 
eit obedience to his will. 

Mankind are eaſily induced to 
believepvhat they wiſh. The weary 
traveller of the deſert thinks at the 
utmoſt extent of viſion he can dif- 
cover the riſing grove, or the wind- 
ing ſtream : he proceeds in his jour- 
ney, and 1s diſappointed ; yet hope 
again relieves him and amuſes him 
with ſurer belief. 

Such was the mind of OxMAR; 
he could not ſhut his ears againſt the 
voice of truth, and the warning of 
approaching danger; but he en- 
deavoured to ſuppreſs their opera- 
tions, by indulging the deluſions of 
hope; and reſted his confidence, 
when he could no longer exert his 
power on thoſe whom he only 
regarded as the ſlaves of his will 
Pry ot. and 
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and who in their turns deſpifed hims 
as the object of their terror. Ax 
vVALLAt, by haſty marches. in a 
few days reached the capital; and 
Ox MAR in confuſion and deſpair, 
the very morning on which he ex- 
pected to receive the homage of 


his ſubjects, and the adulation of his 


court, faw it completely inveſted- 
A heart conſcious of its own deme- 
ris, on ſuch an occaſion muſt ſuffer 


every pang- Bravery never aſſo- 


ciates with cruelty, nor cam refolus. 
tion be united to ty rranic oppreſſion. 
Orman neither tried to divert the 
ſtorm by activity, nor to combat it 
with compoſure. He neither ex. 
poſtulated with his attendants who 
were about to defert him for their 
deceit nor did he conſult with them 
how to act: he was diſtracted, and 


unreſolved. He knew that his com 
mands would carry uo weight with 


them; 
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them; that it was in vain to attempt 
to arm men who owed him neither 
allegiance nor regard. He ran 
raving round the palace ; and be- 
wailed his fate with expreſſions 


which denoted the moſt abject de- 
baſement of mind; at laſt he re- 


ſolved to change his dreſs, and to at- 
tempt his eſcape. Without making 
a ſingle perſon privy to his defign, 
he ſallied out of his palace in the 
habit of a peaſant; and by the in- 
ſignificance of his appearance, at- 
tracted no notice and underwent no 
examination from the ſoldiers of his 
enemy, through whoſe ranks he was 
obliged to paſs. Without any par- 
ticular road in view, he travelled on 
with the utmoſt ſpeed, till the dark- 
neſs and fatizue obliged him to look 
about for a place to reſt in. As 
fearful of ſeeing the face of a ſub- 
ject as of an enemy, he ſtudiouſſy 
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avoided their dwellings ; and ſuh- 
fiſted on the ſpontaneous produce of 
the earth, which luxury had before 


taught him to defpiſe, but were now 


rendered delicious by neceſſity. 
To exceed the bounds of his own: 
dominions was his only fixed object. 

For many days he allowed him- 
ſelf but a ſhort time to reſt; till at 
length, certain that he muſt have 
far exceeded the limits of the king- 
dom he had: once ruled, and at the 
fame time being exhauſted with un- 


' remitted fatigue, he made up to 4 


cave which he ſaw: on the fide of a. 
verdant hill over which he was tra- 
velling. He found it by nature 
formed as a convenient retreat to 
conceal mifery and fallen power, 
and there he determined to take up 
his abode. The herbs and the roots 
which the vicinity of the cave af 
forded, ſupplied him with food; and 

the; 
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the chryſtal ſpring at a ſmall dif- 
tance ſlaked his thirſt. In ſuch a 
ſituation, the paſſions of malevo- 
lence could not be exerciſed, nor the 
heart elated with pageantry and 
grandeur. The mind of Okman 
retired within itfelf ; he faw its de- 
for mity, and bluſhed: he thought of 
the power he had loſt, and acknow- 


| ledged the juſtice of the Eternal. 


He beheld, in it's proper light, the 
nature of that amhority he had been 
born to, and with the decpeſt hu- 
mility confeſſed the unworthy uſe 
he had made of it ; and though he 
knew it was now too late either to 
prove the neceffity of his reforma- 
tion, or atone for the tyranny of his 
oppreſſion, yet he reſolved, by a 
life of auſterity, and the fervice of 
Art A, to ſhew his contrition, and 
to regain the fayour of Heayen. 


For 
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the practice of every religious duty, 
and the mortification of every luſt. 
The rifing ſun heard his ſupplica- 
tions to the Prophet, and the twink- 
ling ſtars of night bore witneſs to 
his contrition. 

One morning as he roſe unuſually 
early, and was offering up his ado- 
rations with all the fervour of peni- 
tential devotion; on a ſudden an old 
man, of a moſt venerable appea- 
rance whoſe ſilver beard deſcended 
far on his breaſt, ſtood before the 
aſtoniſhed ORMARH, and thus ad- 
dreſſed him. 

« Son of the duſt! though born 
ce to the ſovereignty of nations, the 


« and has accepted your prayers. 
e You have found the fallacy of 
« the maxims by which you for- 
« merly ruled, and experience will 

„teach 


For ſeveral years he continued in 


” 
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&* Prophet has ſeen your contrition 
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teach you wiſdom! Your neigh- 


« bour ABDALLAH, after uſurping 
« your government, and commit- 
« ting a ſeries of ctuelties, in which 
« he but too nearly reſembled 
« yourſelf, is now removed to the 
% banks of the eternal ftream; and 
the chiefs of your dominions are 
« earneſt in their [enquiries after 
you, that the crown may not de- 
« ſcend to the family of the uſurper, 
but ſtill remain in the regal line 
* of your anceſtors. I will conduct 
1 you this inſtant to your palace, and 

* replace you on your throne.” 
Before the confounded OxMan. 
could make any reply, he found him 
ſelf ſeated on a ſofa in the midſt of 
his palace, and ſurrounded by his 
nobles, whom his venerable com. 
panion addreſſed; © Behold, in your 
“ ſovereign Ormab, a memorable 
&« inſtance of the juſtice of the Eter- 
nal, 


- 
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4 his power! He has been tried 


and approved by the Immortal 
„ ALLA, and will be no longer 


„ your tyrant-but your father.” 
Then turning to ORMAn, Re- 
member, fſaid he, and let it be 
« engraved upon the crown of every 
« Monarch upon earth, that go- 


« yernment is only a power dele- 


« gated for the happineſs of man- 


* kind: and, to that end, muſt be 


conducted 24 wiſdom, Julie, 
« and mercy.” 

With theſe words he diſappeared, 
and left ORMAH and his nobles in 


mutual wonder and awe, He was 
immediately acknowledged by all 
his ſubjects; and at their earneſt 
requeſt, took upon him the exerciſe 


of power, and the reins of govern- 
ment : and by a faithful obſervance 
of the maxims of his venerable in- 
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Autor, endeared himſelf not only 
to his own ſubjects, but to thoſe 
of kingdoms very remote. Yet 
amidſt the applauſe he received, and 
continued to deſerve he ſcrupled 
not to acknowledge that his hours 


of ſolitude and humiliation were the 


moſt glorious parts of his life. fince 
in them he had learned to know 


| himſelf, and to be ſerviceable to 


mankind, After many happy years, 
he died univerſally lamented and 
reſpected; his body wasembalmed, 
and placed in the tomb of his an- 
ceſtors; and the name of Ox MAN 
is ſtill famous in the Eaſt, and never 
mentioned but with reſpect, vene- 
ration and jegret. 
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Na fair, rich, flouriſhing coun- 
1 try, whoſe cliffs are waſhed by 
the German ocean, lived SaB1nvs, 
a youth formed by nature to make 


. conqueſt wherever he thought 


proper; but the conſtancy of his 
diſpoſition fixed him _ with 
OLinDA. 

He was, e. ſuperior to her 


in fortune; but that defect on her 


ſide was ſo amply ſupplied by her 


merit, that none was thought more 


worthy his * than ſhe. He 
loved 
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+ loved her, he was beloved by her; 
and, in a fhort time, by joining 
hands publicly, they avowed the 
union of their hearts. But alas! 
none, however fortunate, however 
happy, are exempt from the ſhafts 
of envy, and the malignant effects 
of ungoverned appetite, How un- 
ſafe, how deteſtable are they who 
have this fury for their guide! How 
certainly will it lead them from 
themſelves, and plunge them in er- 
rors they would have ſhuddered at, 
even in apprehenſion! Ariana, a 
lady of many amiable qualities, 
very nearly allied to SaRInus, and 
highly eſteemed by him, imagined 
herſelf flighted, and inquriouſly 
treated, fince his marriage with 
Or IN DA. By incautiouſly ſuffering 
this Jealouſy to corrode in her breaſt, 
ſhe began togive a loole to paſſion : 
the forgot thoſe many virtues, for 
* G which 
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which ſhe had been ſo long, and fo 
juſtly applauded, Cauſeleſs ſuſpi- 
cion, and miſtaken reſentment, be- 
trayed her into all the gloom of diſ- 
content. ſhe ſighed without ceaſing ; 
the happineſs of others gave her in- 


tolerable pain : ſhe thought of no- 


thing but revenge. How unlike 
what ſhe was, the chearful, the pru- 


dent, the compaſſionate Ariana! 


She continually laboured to diſturb 
an union fo firmly, fo affectionately 
founded, and planned every ſcheme 
the tnought moſt likely to diſturb 
it, | 

Fortune ſeemed willing to pro- 
mote her unjuſt intentions; the cir- 


cumſtances of Sabinus had been long 


embarraſſed by a tedious lau- ſuit, 


and the court determining the cauſe 


unexpectedly in favor of his opponent, 
it ſunk his fortune to the loweſt pitch 


of pehury from the higheſt affluence, 


From 
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From the nearneſs of relationſhip, 
Sabinus expected from Ariana thoſe 
aſſiſtances his preſent fituation re- 
quired; but ſhe was infenfible to 
all his entreaties, and the juſtice of 
every remonſtrance, unleſs he firſt 
ſeparated from Olinda, whom ſhe 
regarded with deteſtation. Upon a 
compliance with her defires in this 
reſpect, ſhe promiſed her fortune, 


her intereſt, and her all, ſhould be at 


his command. Sabinus was ſhocked 
at the propoſal ; he loved his wife 
with inexpreſſible tenderneſs, and 
refuſed thoſe offers with indignation 


which were to be purchaſed at fo 


high a price: Ariana was no leſs 


diſpleaſed to find her offers rejected, 


and gave a looſe to all that warmth 
which ſhe had long endeavoured to 
ſuppreſs. 

Reproach generally produces re- 
crimination; the quarrel rofe to 
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fach a height, that Sabinus was 
marked = deſtruction; and the 
very next day, upon the ftrength of 
an old family debt, he was ſent to 
jail, with none but Olinda io com- 
fort him in his miſeries. In this 
manſion of niſtreſs they lived toge- 
ther with reſignation, and even with 
comfort. She provided the frugal 
meal, and he read for her while 
employed in the little offices of do- 
meilic concern, Their fellow pri- 
ſoners admired their contentment, 
and whenever they had a deſire of 
relaxing into mirth, and enjoying 
thoſe little comforts that a priſon 
affords Sazxinus and Or INA 
were fure to be of the party. In- 


ftead of reproaching each for their 


mutual wretchednefs, they both 
lightened it, by bearing each a ſhare 
of the load impoſed by Providence. 
Whenever Sazinus ſhewed the 


leaſt 
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leaſt concern on his dear partner's 
account, ſhe conjured him by the 


love he bore her, by thofe tender 


ties which united them for ever, not 
to diſcompoſe himſelf ; that fo long 
as his affection laſted, ſhe defired all 
the ills of fortune, and every loſs of 
fame or friendſhip: that nothing 
could make her miſerable, but his 


ſeeming to want happineſs ; nothing 


pleaſed but his ſympathiſing with 
her pleafure. 

A continuance in priſon ſoon rob- 
bed them of the little they had left, 
and famine began to make its horrid 
appearance; yet ſtill was neither 
found to murmur : they both looked 
upon their little boy, who, infenfible: 
of their or his own diſtrets, was 
playing about the room with inex- 
preſſible yet filent anguiſh, when a 
meſſenger came to inform them 
that ARIANA was dead; and that 
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her will, in favour of a very dif- 
tant relation, and who was now 
in another country, might be 
eaſily procured, and burnt; in 
which caſe, all her large fortune 
would revert to him, as being the 
next heir at law. 

A propoſal of ſo baſe a nature 
filled our unhappy couple with hor- 
ror ; they ordered the meſſenger im- 
mediately out of the room, and 
falling upon each other's neck, in- 
dulged.an.agony of forrow : for now 
even all hopes of relief were ba- 
niſhed. The meſſenger who made 
the propoſal, however, was only a. 
ſpy ſent by ARIANA to. ſound. the 
diſpoſitions of a man ſhe loved. at 
once and perſecuted. 

This lady, though: warped. by 
wrong paſſions, was naturally kind, 
judicious and friendly. She found: 
that all her attempts to ſhake the 

conſtancy 
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conſtancy or the integrity of Sani- 


x us were ineffectual: ſhehad there- 
fore, begun to rette&, and to won- 
der how ſhe could, fo long and ſo 


_unprovoked, injure fuch uncom- 
mon fortitude and affection. 


She had, from the next room, 
herſelf heard the reception given to 
the meſſenger, and could not avoid 
feeling all the force of ſuperior vir- 
tue; ſhe therefore reaſſumed her 
former goodneſs of heart; ſhe came 
into the room with tears in her eyes, 
and acknowledged the ſeverity of 
her former treatment. She be. 
ſtowed her firſt care in providing 
them all the neceſſary fupplies, and 
acknowledged them as the moſt de- 
ſerving heirs of her fortune. From 
this moment SagTIN us enjoyed an 
uninterrupted happineſs with Or 1 x- 
dA, and both were happy in the 
friendſhipand aſſiſtance of Axtana, 

Who, 
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who, dying ſoon after, left them in 
- poſſeſſion of a large eſtate ; and in 

her laſt moments confelſed. that 
Virtue was the only path to true 
glory; and that, however innocence 
may for a time be depreſſed, a 
ſteady perſeverance will in time lead 
it to a certain victory. 
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AMUR A T H. 
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T N the pride of wealth, in the 

the dignity of titles, in the blaze 
of princely ſplendor, Aumux ATR, 
the mighty above all the nations of 
the Eaſt, afcended the throne of his 
father. The Mac proſtrated in his 
preſence, and the people fell down 
before him. “Let faid he, the accla- 
mations of adoring multitudes ſalute 
me; let the concave of heaven ring. 
Death has ſet his cold ſeal upon my 
father, and he fleeps, O King live 
for ever. The nations tremble at 
thy name, mighty conqueror, live 

for 
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for eyer. The princes of the earth 
are ſubject to thy ſway, great 
AMURATH, live for ever. 

"This great Monarch was educated 
like Kings of modern times, at a 


dangerous diſtance from himſelf, 


from the counſels of Truth, and the 
attributes of true wiſdom. He had 
turned the hallowed page of Zo- 
ROASTER, he had called upon the 


dead for wiſdom, the midnight moon 


had witneſſed to his watchings when 
the pale lamp of meditation glim- 
mered over the volumes of the 


Sages. His mind was penetrating 


as the ſun beam, and bright as the 
morning ſtar, but the heart of 
AMURATHR was unhappy. 


He called for the juice of the 


grape, the ſound of the minſtrel, and 
the dalliance of beauty; and his pa- 
lace reſounded with joy. The daugh- 
ters of Circaſſia, beauteous as the 


bloſſoms 
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bloſſoms of the ſpring, enchanted 
the Monarch with their graces, and 
the thrilling captivations of ſong, 
while the ſparkling bowl awakened 
an intemperate feſtivity; but the 
ſunſhine was confined to his cheek, 
for the heart of AMURATH was 
unhappy. 

He trod the path of glory; he 
was hailed by the voice of the peo- 
ple ; he conquered the conquerors 
of the Eaſt; his brows were over 
ſhadowed with laurels; his ſtatue 
ſtood exalted in the Temple of Fame, 
and his judgments were recorded 
with honour. But ſtill the prince was 
dejected in ſolitude : he queſtioned 
the ſatisfaction of empty praiſes ; 
the diſtant clamour of applauding 
millions, he would ſay, affect not 
my heart in its ſecret receſſes; tho 
in public I am worſhipped as a 
prince, in retirement I feel myſelf 

a man, 
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2 man. When reflection overtakes 
me in private, I ſtart from myſelf 
as from a ſtranger, and by night the 
dews of fleep fall not proportionably 
on my eyelids, for the heart of 
AMURATH is unhappy. | 

Ye guides of my youth, ye vene- 


rable men, I ſuſpect your councils 


and your ſchools. Ye made my ſoul 


athirſt for wiſdom, and ye gratified 
its youthful ardour ; but much I fear 
ye flattered the proud -ſpirit of a 
preſuming prince, and taught me not 
how to ſupport as I ought the miſe- 
rable weakneſs of humanity. But 
the ſplendour of a court, and the 
prevalence of your wiſdom, ſhall 


ſubdue my heart no more. I will 
aſſume the ſimple weeds of a Der- 


viſe, and incorporate with the chil. 
dren of Nature; the incumbrances 
of loyalty ſhall be laid afide, and [ 
will commence my pilgrimage with 
: to-morrowꝰs 
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to-morrow's ſun. I have no de- 
mands to make upon the public trea- 
fure. A ſtaff will ſupport my feet, 
and a maple diſh will hold my pro- 
viſion; the wild berries will farniſh 
a frugal repaſt; I can fatisfy my 
thirſt in the brook, and fleep in 
ſome humble cavern. Let my Xli— 
niſter rule with righteouſneſs in my 
abſence, and when JI can acquire 
the government of myſelf, 1 will 
return and reign over my people. 
When Amurath began his journey 
fweet were the ſmiles of Aurora, 
how ſweet the melody of morn! the 
meadows were bright with verdure, 
enlivened with the drapery of flowers. 
The zephyrs fiuttered, and the 
eroves pertumed the air with their 
tpices.— Gently waved the bending 
pine; ſmoothly lapſed the ſilver wa- 
ters, The ſhepherd's pipe refounded 
trough the hills, and the vallies 
H Were 
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were white with fleeces. All was 
new to AMURATH. The confine- 
ment of a court had ſecluded him 
from the charms of nature, and he 
now felt unuſual tranſport in con- 
templating her expanded volume. 
He rejoiced at enjoying a freedom 
from royalty, and. pręſſed forward 
with alacrity and caſe. As the heat of 
the noon-tide ſun directed him to the 
ſhelter of the ſhade, he ſat down at 
the foot of a tree and feaſted on his 
humble meal. His mind was buſy 
in reflecting upon the vanity of hu- 
man greatneſs, when a neighbouring 
cave attracted his notice, ſituated on 


the border of a ſmall ſtream, that 


muſically bubbled beſore it; he ad- 
vanced with heſitating ſtep, and 
had reached the entrance of the her- 
mitage, when he diſtinguiſhed an 
old man by the venerable whiteneſs 
ef his beard, fitting in a meditative 

poſture. 
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poſture. He ſtarted back with ſur- 
priſe and was about to apologiſe for 
his intruſton, when a voice accoſted 
him as follows :—Whatever chance 
my ſon, has brought thee to this ſo- 
litary habitation, if thou art a child 
of virtue, and a ſervant of the moſt 
high, an old man welcomes thee 
with his bleffing. I have been ba- 
niſhed the cabinet of my lord the 
King, for reverencing the attributes 


of Truth, yet dare to obey her dic- 


tates in the deſert ; and I with thee 
to believe the fincerity of my ſoul 
for falſehood can avail us nothing. 
Be free to partake of theſe fruits; 
be free to repoſe on my couch ; and 
when the labour of thy journey is 
required, we will converſe with fin- 
cerity and freedom. The noble 
traveller declined the courteſy of his 
offer and liſtened to the hermit with 
Joy. 
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To him who fitteth aboxe the 
water-floods, and weighs creation in 
he balance, be glory for ever and 
ever, Amen. I have been diſtin- 
guſhed in the world as a luminary 
of ſcience, L have wept for the vanity 
of wiſdom; I have dictated. to the 
rulers of land, and have been flat- 
tered with. the friendſhip of my ſo- 
yercign. The funthine of proſperity, 
O my fon, awakened an inſe& into 
Efe, and the reptile preſumed upon. 
his power, When I ſtood up in 
the aſſembly of wiſdom, the aged 
_ counſellor laid his withered finger 
on his lips, and the young men were 
ſilent with expectation. I ſpake, and 
it was recorded; I commanded, and 
it was done. I was ſtimulated by 
the breath of dying creatures, like 
myſelf, to accomplith the greateſt. 
atchievements; and acknowledged 
no ſtandard for rectitude and honor, 

but 
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but the clamour of popular applauſe. 
If J had planned with Policy, my 
ſon, or pleaded with Rhetoric ; taught 
with Truth, or judged with Equny ; 
ſerved my God, or ſaved my Coun- 
try; I did all for the voice of the 
people. The voice of the people 
was my grandeur and my glory, my 
riches and my ſtrength; it fupported 
me a pillar of the ſtate, and ex- 
alted my vanity to the ftars. 


Though, in ſolitude, I have often 
petitioned the Eternal for an aſylum 
. from myſelf; yet, in public, the 
voice of the people made me happy. 
Ah, my ſon, great is the weakneſs 
of the wiſeſt; and many are the 
leſſens of humility that time may 
have yet to teach thee! Liſten then 
to the voice of an experienced moni- 
tor; let my words fink deep into 
thy heart, and let thine car be open 
for inftrution. J had arrived to the 

1 ſummit 
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ſummit of my fortune and my folly, 


when a viſion of the night reclaimed 
me. 


I beheld in my dreary, and my 


heart melted with aſtoniſhment and 


terror, I beheld the diſſolution of the 
world and the judgment of the great 
day; I faw the Heavens and the 
Earth convulſed, and the pillars of 
creation tremble; the moon was 
turned into blood, [horrid change!] 
and the ſun grew dark as ſackcloth, 

at the preſence of the Lord of Na- 


ture. I heard the blaſt of the trump. . 


of the Archangel ſounding through 
the regions of death; and I beheld 
myriads of everlaſting ſouls ſtand 
trembling before the throne. I 
looked for my enſigns of dignity, 


| and found myſelf raked and aſhamed 


1 liſtened for the ſhouts of the 
throng, but all was filent as the 


grave. The lightenings flew faſt 
about 
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about my head, and the Eternal 


thunders diſmayed me. I ſaw a 


mountain piled up to the clouds with 
the volumes of wiſdom, and would 
have reſted my feet upon it, but it 
periſhed in an inſtant in the flames. 
Then I called upon the ſpirits of 
the juſt for help, and no man li 
tened to my complainings. I laid 
my hand upon the once mighty 
princes of the earth, and their ſcep- 
ters vaniſhed into air. Where [I 
cried] are the multitudes. who once 
ſupported me; let them now ſave 
me, or I periſh. I called with a 
diſpairing, voice, but the multitude 
could fave no more. Then it was 
the darkneſs of everlaſting horror 
ſcized me. I would have wept fore 
but had no tears. I would have 
died, but the dominion of death was 
over. I would have joyfully com- 
pounded for ages of pain, but my 


ſentence 
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ſentence was irrevocable and eter- 
nal. Gracious Alla ! can the agony 
of that night ever be forgotten ! In 
my fancy I would have pleaded with 
the moſt High but his reproof 
filenced me for ever. When I 
called thee from darkneſs and from 
duſt, (ſaid a trembling voice, piercing 
as the ſound of a trumpet) when I 
endowed thee with capacities for ſo- 
ciety, exalted thee above created 
natures, and bleſſed thee above the 
light of reaſon, I taught thee, by an 
agent in thy own breaſt, the diffe- 
rence between good and evil, and 
informed thy fenſes, that my pro- 
vidence is ever preſent with all the 
wonders of my creation. I inſtructed 
thee to live for the benefit of others, 
eo ſerve ſociety with thy heart and 
hand, but to worſhip no maſter but 
him who gave thee being to make 


my will the rule of thy life, and my 
preſence 
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preſence the predominating witneſs 
of thy actions, But thou didſt call 
upon me as thy caprice directed, and 
haſt not walked uniformly before me. 
If I anſwered thy petition in diſ- 
treſs, why in proſperity didſt thou 
remember my mercies no more; 
Thou haſt conſidered me a Being of 
like fluctuating paſſions with thyſelf, 
though my attributes are as ſteadfaſt 
and immoveable as the everlaſting 
foundation of my throne. Thou 
baſt ſought to hide thee from my 
face in time; and therefore through- 
out the endleſs ages of eternity thou 
ſhalt. witneſs to its ſmiles no more. 
Trembling I awoke and ſtarted from 
my ſofa, I laid my forchead in the 
duſt, and wrapt in filent adoration 
from the rifing to the ſetting fun. 
Asthe light of celeſtial truth dawned 
upon my heart the ſhadows of igno- 
rance retired, 


The 


(90) 


The world was diveſted of its 
flattery at once, and I penetrated 
with the eye of an eagle into the fu- 


perior duties of man. I ſought the 


ſociety of myſelf, and renounced a 
paltry felicity that depended on the 
opinion of others. I would have in- 
ſtructed the ſon of my ſovereign, 
the mighty AMURATH, to have de- 
parted from the errors of his edu- 
cation, but was forbidden by my 
lord the King. He was diſguſted. 
with a humiliating doctrine that de- 
graded the dignity of title and ba- 
niſhed me to this diſtance from the 
capital of my country. Here my 
fon, I have learned great truths that 
neither courts nor ſchools have ever 
taught me, That the approbation 
of conſcience is to be preferred to 
the opinion of the multitude ; that 
our virtues muſt proceed from 
a ſettled principle of action, from 

a re- 
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2 reverence for the witneſs in our 
breafts and the eye that is over all. 
I have long attended ſtrictly to this 
important leflon, and if my ſove- 
reign ſhuuld once again ſummons 
my grey head to council, I would 
endeavour to convince him, that the 
man who ſtudies his duty to his God, 
and to himſelf, is beſt qualified to 

ſerve his country and his King.“ 
Behold then! cried AmurAaTta, 
in an extaſy of pleaſure, great coun» 
ſellor! behold your King diſguiſed 
in the humble habit of a pilgrim, 
ſee AMURATH the ruler of the na- 
tions. I have deſerted my people 
in ſearch of truth, and will now re 
turn to convince them I have found 
it. I ſhall henceforth never want a 
ſupreme incentive to good, and 
an awful reſtraint from evil, Iwill 
be juſt from the ſuperior principles 
of intrinſic virtue, and be happy in 
conſulting 
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conſulting the approbation of that 
invitible witneſs, whoſe bleſſing can 
afford a never failing ſupport, when 
the ſound of adulation ſhall ceaſe, 
and the people can applaud no 
more. | 

The Monarch took the hermit 
affectionately by the hand, led 
him back in triumph to his court, 
and reaflumed his throne with con- 
tent, for the heart of AuuRATN 


was heppy. 


"SELIMA; 
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SELIMA 
AN 


EasTEtrRN TALE. 


TT HAT univerſal diſcontent and 
diſquietude which runsthrough 
every rank and degree of life hath 
been deſervedly condemned by the 
philoſophers of all ages, as one of 
the bittereſt reproaches of human 
nature, as well as the higheſt affront 
to the divine author of it: if indeed 
we look through the whole creation 
and remark the progreſſive ſcale of 
beings as they riſe into perfection 
we thall perceive to our own ſhame 
and confuſion, that every one ſeems 
I ſatisfied 


— 


1 
ſatisfied with that ſhare of life and 


happineſs which its maker hath ap- 
pointed for it, man alone excepted, 
who is pleated with nothing that 
his bounty imparts, unleſs bleſſed. 
with every thing that his power can 
beſtow, perpetually repining at the 
decrees of providence, and refuſing 
to enjoy what he has, from a ridi- 
culous and never ceaſing defire of 
what he has not. 

That object which is at a diſtance 
from us is always the moſt inviting, 
and that poſſeſſion the moſt valuable 
which we cannot acquire. With 
the idea of affluence and grandeur 


we arc apt to aſſociate thoſe of joy 


and pleature, and becauſe riches and 
power may conduce to our happi- 
neſs, we haſtily conclude, that they 
muſt do ſo; that pomp ſplendour and 
magniticence which attend the great, 
is viſible to every cyc, whilſt the 

ſorrows 
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ſorrows which they feel, and the 
dangers they are obnoxious to, ct- 
- cape our obſervations. 

Hence it ariſes, that almoſt every 
condition and circumſtance of lite is 
conſidered as preferable to our own ; 
that we ſo often fall in love with 
ruin, and beg to be unhappy ; we 
weep in ſhort when we ought to re- 

Joice, and complain when we ought 
to be thanktul. 

The ſun, ſays an Eaſtern ſage was 
ſinking behind the, weſtern hills, and 
with departing rays gilded the ſpires 
and turrets of Golconda, when the 
captive Ser.1M 4 from the window of 
the ſon of NOURAPDId's Seraglio, 
caſting 2 mourntul look at the coun- 
try which the ſaw at a diſtance be- 
yond the boundary of her confine- 
men, fixed her eyes on ſome cot- 
tages, which the could diſtinguiſh 
by the thin ſmoke aſcending from 

I 2 them, 


od 


them, and ſeemed to envy the 
humble condition of the lowly in- 
habitants, ſhe longed to exchange her 
'own fituation for that of innocent 
poverty and chcarful tranquility ® 
little by little the envied proſpect 
faded on her fight, and the liſtened 
with horror to the craſhing of iron 
bars, and the clofing that ſurrounded 
ber; till at length all was huſhed 
—all became quiet as the hours of 

night, and ſtillneſs advanced: ſhe 
then burſt forth into the 1 
ſoliloquy: 

And was I born a reafonable 1 
ing (ſne cried) for this? to be ex- 
cluded for ever from ſocicty. and 
doomed to add one more to the 
flaves of the monarch of the Laſt. 
Have I deferved this at the hand of 
Providence? or exactcd this une- 
qual lot from the genius of diftri- 
bution? Did I ever turn mine ears 

| from 
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from the cries of the needy, or ſhut 
the open hand from the poor ?— 
why then am! puniſhed in this manner 
why for ever denied the bleſſing 
of mutual love, and fated to weep 
in vain to the walls of a priſon— 
houſe? While I was a child, the 
angel of death cloſed the eyes of 
my parents, when as yet I knew 
not their loſs; and a few moons 
ago, the fame miniſter of terror 
bore from my arms a fiſter whom J 
loved, to the land of filence and 
ſhadows ; the reſt of thoſe that were 
dear to me groan under the bonds 
of fervitude in the mines of ARA, 
or traverſe in the great waters in the 
ſhips of India; ſome happier few, 
who have found grace in the eyes of 
the Sultan, live only to ſhew the 
difference between what I was and 
what I am; yet the remembranceof 
thole I loſt, 1 bore with reſignation ; 

13 I wept 
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I wept indeed and retired, but as. 


yet repined not: but to know no- 
end of mifery ; to be kept as a wit- 


neſs to the luxury of thoſe who were 


once our equals, is ſurely the worſt 


that can be inflicted ! J have faid to 


the ſlaves, Why will not my Lord 


the Sultan diſmiſs the maid whom 


he thinks unworthy his embraces, 
and whoſe preſence will rather 
caſt a clond over his pomp, 
than increaſe it? but they treat 
my tears and my remonſtrances. 
with ſcorn, nor are their hearts. 
melted in them. When night and 
filence are over all the Seraglio, even 


the horrid guards to whoſe care we. 


are refigned are faſt locked up in 
fleep ;—when? O: when ſhall J en- 
Joy that ſweet oblivion ?: Diſcontent 


and perpetual uneaſineſs of mind, 
| baniſh from my eyes all propenſity 


to reſt, the night only aſſords me an 
opportunity 
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opportunity to vent my complaints, 
and my greateſt happineſs is this 
hour of univerfal repoſe, when I 
can undiſturbed and unmoleſted 
give utterance to the forrows of my 

heart. f 
As ſhe was ſpeaking theſe laſt 
words, the ſhades of darkneſs were 
fuſpended on a fudden, and a light 
diffuſed itſelf around her like the 
flaſh of mid-day : ſhe looked up 
and beheld, when Azazel, the angel 
of reproof, became viſible to her 
fight ; ſhe bowed her head in the 
duſt, and humbled herſelf before 
him. SEL1iMaA, [he cried] ariſes 
thou miſguided. child of affliction ! 
I am that genius who was with thee 
when thou. waſt yet a child, and in 
my book were thy future fortunes 
written ; I was with the angel whoſe 
miniſtry it was to ſcal the eyes of 
thy parents, and who laid his hands 
ON 
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thy ſiſter; under my influence wert 
thou brought up as a captive unto 
AMUuRATH from the banks of 


Oxus, and immured in the walls of 
his ſeraglio; thou haſt complained 


of thy fate, thou haſt ſaid that the 


eye of thy genius frowned on thy 


birth, and that misfortune has marked 
thee for her daughter: but I am 
come to clear thy doubts and to di- 
rect thee where thou mayeſt find 
the manſions cf reſt let my words 
fink deep in thee, and grave them 
in living characters on thy heart, I 
will take away the miſt from before 
thine eyes, for thou knoweſt nor 
what thou haſt ſaid. thou haft la- 
mented the fate of thy filter who is 
happier by far than thou art, and 
who has her ſtation aſſigned her in 
the realms of bliſs. 

The fituation of thy companions 
who have appeared pleaſing to the 
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Sultan has been the object of thine 
envy, but alas! thine is a paradiſe to 
theirs; thou haſt repined at that ſo- 


litude which, hadſt thou made a 


right uſe of, it would have taught 


thee to know thyſelf, and haſt 
grieved that thou wert not born to 
that beauty which thouſands poſſeſs, 
and which would have been to thee 
a puniſhment inſtead of a bleſſing. 
I will now ſhew thee what but for 
my interpoſition would have been 
thy own deſtiny had this thy laſt, 


thy preſumptuous wiſh beencrowned 
with ſucceſs; hadſt thou been bidden 


in thy turn to deck with oriental 
pomp the bed for Au uR ATH, and 
repoſe on the ſilken pavilions in the 
inner chambers of the palace: turn 
thyſelf to the Eaſt and view there 

what I ſhall explain to thee. 
She tyrned and beheld a woman 
ſcated on a throne, furrounded with 
every 
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every circumſtance of Eaftern mag- 
nificence; ſhe was fair as one of 
the Hourics, and ſparkling in gold of 
Indoſtan and the diamonds of Surat, 
in her preſence every mouth was 
dumb, every knee bended with 
fear and every eye fixed on the 
ground, yet ſhe ſeemed to receive 
the adorations of the crowd, with 
coldneſs, nor was her heart glad at 


the approach ofher lord; ſhe ſeemed 


alone as to herſelf, though amidſt 
wondering thouſands and ten thou- 
ſands at her feet. 

View her yet again, [he ſaid] 


SELIMA, aSthe crowd retiring leaves 


her '1n her cloſet, and what hap- 
pineſs does ſhe ſeem to be poſſeſſed 
of that thou wiſheſt to be thine; 
does not that gloom that hangs on 
her brow owe its being to fear? Is 
the not conſcious that treachery or 
chance can in a moment bring her 

licentious 


6 
licentious happineſs to an end; and 
guilt that viper in her boſom, de- 
ſtroys all reliſh for pleaſures, and 
points out to her the yanity of all 
Joys which have not virtue for their 
foundation. But ſee, the guards 
ruth in at this moment to ſeize her 
and accuſe her of having conſpired 
the death of her Lord, —Mark how 
the ſplendid apartments and alcove 
of pleaſure diſappear, and in their 
ſtead the joyleſs gloom and grated 
windows of a priſon. Now ſhe is 
hurricd in, they throw the black 
robe of death upon her; in vain 
docs ſhe now think of command, 
in vain wave the hand which a few 
hours before would have ſtilled the 
raging of the people, and humbled 
the rulers of the world ; ſhe now 
begs to be heard and has recourſe, 
as her laſt aids, to intreaty, tears 
and proſtration, but in vain: ſhe is 


dragged 
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dragged down on the rocky pave- 
ment by the {ſlaves who, offer her 
-he diſmal alternatives of the poi- 
ſoned cup or the ſabre. —She drinks, 
and ſee ſhe ſinks yet and yet paler 
and paler to the earth.—>ce the laſt 
convulſive ſtruggle—the dying gaſp, 
and the ſigh that rends the heart in 
the laſt agony: ſcarce is there a 
pauſe, they ſtrip the yet warm 
body denied to be joined in burial 
with the queens of the land, and 
expoſe it for a prey to the eagle or 


vulture. 
Such ſhort-fighted maid, would 


have been thy lateſt hour ; and thy 
end would have reſembled hers: 
bear then thy preſent ſtate without 
repining, nor daſh the cordial which 
hope preſents thee with to the 
ground, but wait with patience for 
a happier hour ; their lot may only 


be called miſerable whole faces were 
never 
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never covered with ſhame, and whe 
go down unrepenting to the grave. 
Hope is yet thine, which can turn 
the walls that confine thee to the 
bower of content; then ſay not in 
thine heart that thy portion is with 
the wretched, nor by wiſhing to alter 
the allotment of providence, pro- 
voke the rage of a power infinitely 
greater than mine, which can cruſh 
thee to atoms at a blow. 

When he had ſpoken theſe words 
he ſtretched out his arms over her, 
and the ſunk down on a ſofa into 
the arms of {ſlcep, from which ſhe 
awoke in the morning with a con- 
viction of her late unjuſt repinings, 
and with a perfect reſignation to the 
lot which her genius had aſſigned 
her in the terreſtial abode of life. 
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CHOANG any HANSI, 
A 


CHINESE Arz. 


O VE, when founded in the 
the heart, will ſhew itſelf in 
* a thouſand unpremeditated ſallics 
of fondneſs ! but every cool delibe- 
| rate exhibition of the paſſion, only 
| argues little Os or great 
infincerity. 
| CHoANGC was the fondeſt huſ. 
| band, and Hans1 the moſt endear- 
j ing wife, in all the kingdom of 
| KoR EA: they were a pattern ofcon- 
jugal bliſs; the inhabitants of the 


|} * country around ſaw, and envied: 
178 
ii their 
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their felicity; wherever ChoanGg 
came, Hans1 was ſure to follow; 
and in all the pleaſures of Hans1, 
. ChoanG was admitted a partner. 
They walked hand in hand where- 
ver they appeared, ſhewing every 
mark of mutral ſatisfaction, em- 
bracing, kiſſing; their mouths were 
for ever joined; and, to ſpeak in the 
language of anatomy, it was with 
them a perpetual anaſtomoſis, 
Their love was fo great, that it 
was thought nothing could inter- 
rupt their mutual peace; when an 
accident happened, which, in ſome 
meaſure, diminithed the huſband's 
aſſurance of his wife's fidelity; for 
love ſo refined as his, was ſubject to 
- thouſand little diſquietudes. 
Happening to go one day alone 
among the tombs that lay at fome 
. diſtance from his houſe, he there per- 
ceived a lady dreſſed in the deepeſt 
K 2 Mourning, 
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mourning, (being cloarhed all over 
in white) fanning the wet that was 
raiſed over one of the graves with 
a large fan, which ſhe held in her 
band. Cnoanc, who had carly 
been taught wiſdom in the ſchool of 
Lao, was unable w aflign a cauſe 
for her preſent employment; and, 
coming up, civitly demanded the 
reaſon. « Alas!” rephed the lady, 

her eyes bathed in tears, © how is 
it poſſible to ſurvive the loſs of my 
hufband, who lies buried in this 
grave? He was the beſt of men, the 
tendereſt of husbands; with his 
dying breath he bid me never marry 
again till the earth over his grave 
Mould be dry; and. here you fee 

me ſteadily reſolving 10. obey his. 
will, and endapwouring to dry it 
With my fan. I have employed two 
whole days in fulfilling his com- 
mands, and am determined not to 
| marry 
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marry till they are punctually 
obeyed, cven though his grave 
ſhould take up four days in drying.” 

CroanG, who was ſtruck with 
the widow's beauty, could not, ho- 
ever avoid ſmiling at her haſte to 
be married; but, concealing the 
cauſe of his mirth, civilly invited 
her home; adding, that he had a 
wife who might be capable of giving 
her ſome conſolation, As foon as 
he and his gueſt were returned, he 
imparted to Hans in private what 
he had ſcen, and could not avoid 
expres Ting his uncaſineſe, that ſuch 
might be his own caſe, if his deareſt 
wife ſhould one day happen to ſur- 
vive him. 

It is impoſſible to deſcribe Han- 
81's reſentment at ſo unkind a ſui-- 
picion. As her paſſion for him was 
not only great, but extremely de- 
licate, ſhe employed tears, anger, 

1 


frowns, and exclamations, to-chide- 
his ſuſpicions ; the widow herſelf: 
was inveighed againſt ;. and Hans, 


declared ſhe was reſolved: never to- 


ſleep under the fame root with a. 
wretch, who like her could: be guilty. 


of ſuch barefaced inconſtancy. The f 


night was cold and ſtormy; how- 
ver, the ſtranger. was obliged to ſeek. 
another lodging, for CHo AN was: 
not diſpoſed to refiſt, and Ha x81: 
would have her way. 


The widow had ſcarce been gone 
an hour, when an old, diſciple of 


Cho ANc's, whom he had not ſeen. 
for many years, came to pay him a 
viſit. He was received. with the 
utmoſt ceremony, placed in the moſt: 
honourable ſeat at ſupper, and the 
wine began to circulate with great 
freedom. ChOANG and. Hans: 
exhibited open marks of mutual ten- 


derneſs and unfeigned-reconctliation;. 


nothing 


| 
4 
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nothing could equal their apparent 
happineſs; ſo fond an husband, ſo 


obedient a wife, few could behold 
without regretting their own infeli- 
city * when, lo! their happineſs was 
at once diſturbed by a moſt fatal 
accident. CnoanG fell lifeleſs in 
an apopleQic fit upon the floor. 
Every method was uſed, but in vain, 
for his recovery. Hans: was at 
firſt inconſolable for his death: at- 
ier ſome hours, however, ſhe found 
fpirits to read his laſt will. The 
enſuing day ſhe began to moralize 
and talk wiſdom; the next day ſhe 
was able to comfort the young dif- 
ciple; and, on the third, to ſhorten a 
long ſtory, 1 both agreed to be 
marriec. ; 
There was now no longer mourn- 
ing in the apartments; the body of 
Choang was now thrutt into an old 
coffin, and placed in one of the 
meaneſt 
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meaneſt rooms, there to lie unat- 
tended until the time preſcribed by 
law for his interment. In the mean 
time, Hanſi and the young diſciple, 
were arrayed in the moſt magni- 
ficent habits; the bride wore in her 
noſe a jewel of immenſe price, and 
her lover was dreſſed in all the 


finery of her former maſter, toge- 


ther with a pair of artificial whiſkers, 
that reached down to his toes. The 
hour of their nuptials was arrived; 
the whole family ſympathiſed with 
their approaching happinefs; the 

apartments were brightened up 
with lights that diffuſed the moſt 
exquiſite perfume; and a luſtre more 
bright than noon-day. The lady 
expected her youthful lover in an 
inner apartment, with impatience; 


when his ſervant approaching with 


terror in his countenance, informed 


her, that his maſter was fallen into 
a fit, 
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a fit, which certainly would be mor- 
tal, unleſs the heart of a man lately 
dead, could be obtained, and applied 
to his breaſt. She ſcarce waited to 
hear the end of his ſtory, when, 
tucking up her clothes, ſhe ran with 
a mattock in her hand to the coffin, 
where Choang lay, reſolving to ap- 
ply the heart of her dead husband 
as a cure for the living. She there- 
fore ſtruck the lid with the utmoſt 
violence. In a few blows the cotin 
flew open, when the body, which to 
all appearance had been dead, be- 
gan to move. Terrified at the 
fight, Hanſi dropped the mattock, 
and Choang walked out, aſtoniſhed 
at his own fituation, his wife's un- 
uſual magnificence, and her more 
amazing ſurpriſe, He went among 
the apartments, unable to conceive 
the cauſe of ſo much ſplendour. He 
was not long in ſuſpence, before his 

domeſtics 
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1 
domeſtics inſormed him of every 


tranſaction fince he firſt became in- 


ſenſible. He could ſcarce believe 


what they told him, and went in 


purſuit of Hanſi herſelf, in order to 


receive more certain information, 


or to reproach her infidelity. But 


ſhe prevented his reproaches; he 


found her weltering in blood; for 


the had ſtabbed herſelf to the heart, 


being unable to ſurvive her ſhame 


and diſappointment. 

Choang being a philoſopher, was 
too wiſe to make any loud lamenta- 
tions; he thought it beſt to bear his 
loſs with ſerenity; fo mending up 


the old coffin where he had lain 


himſelf, he placed his faithleſs ſpouſe 
in his room; and, unwilling that ſo 
many nuptial preparations ſhould be 
expended in vain, he the ſame night 


- married the widow with the large 


fan. 


As 


| 
| 
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As they both were appriſed of the 
foibles of each other before-hand, 
they knew how to excuſe them after 
marriage. They lived together 
for many years in great tranquility, - 
and not expecting rapture, ' made a 
ſhift to find contentment. 
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FIRNAZ and MIRVAN, 
AN 


EASTERN TAL E. 


N the earlier ages of the world, 
mankind knew no other ties but 
thoſe of nature. No throne was 
then erected upon the ruins of li- 
berty, and no men were brought 
like the ſavage of the foreſt to bow 
the neck, to force, and uſurpation. 
The earth covered with richneſs 
ſupplied a healthful and harmleſs 
repaſt, and at once gave her inha- 
bitants ſecurity and content. 

In thoſe happy times it was that 


' fortune had ſhowered down its giſts 


upon 
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won MiRvan, who took up his 
reſidence by the borders of the 
Caſpian Sea. Here in acountry re- 
plete with every convenience that 
could ſupply neceſſity, and every 
charm that could invite the eye, he 
enjoyed, or might have enjoyed, 
uninterrupted tranquility. He was 
rich, — but he was not happy; wiſ- 
dom requires no abundance to make 
a man content. Though the edu- 
cation of this youth was cultivated 
with all imaginable care yet his 
natural impatience taught him to 
ſpurn the bleſſings with which he 
was ſurrounded, and carried his 
wiſhes even beyond the capacity of 
nature to ſatisfy. His foul ſoon ſaw 
only a diſguſting uniformity in the 
good which he enjoyed. What re- 
medy for a pain that ſeemed incu- 
rable ? though nature be never ſo 
:ndulgent ſhe is poor to the deſiring 
ion of folly. L One 
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One day fatigued with winding 


through all the mazes of his anxious 

defires, he inſenſibly fell aſleep. 
Fikxaz, the King of the Genii, 

had compaſſion upon his wretched 


ſituation, and undertook to cure him 
of his deluſions, by convincing his 


imagination in a dream, of truths 


he had ſeemed to deſpiſe when 
waking. h 

MikvAN fancied himſelf placed 
on the ſummit of a mountain, where, 
leaning againſt the trunk of a 
ſpreading cedar, he enjoyed at one 
view, all the pofleſſions of his an- 
ceſtors, which covered the valley 
beneath, But far from regarding 
this wealth with joy, he burſt into 
complaint and invective. Aſſaulted 
by a thouſand different deſires, he 
walked forward with an uncertain 
pace, when ſuddenly his eyes were 
ſtruck with a ſight that ſeemed more 
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than terreſtrial. His ſurpriſe was 
ſtill encreaſed by the appearance of 
a cloud, with all the beautiful vari- 
ations of the rainbow. which am- 
brofial perfume, Fixnaz, King of 
the Geny, conducted to the place 
where the diſcontented youth was 
ſtanding ; and thus addreſſed him. 
« Son of Mortality ſpeak thy griets, 
ein order to find redreſs.” Encou- 
raged by the voice the youth re- 
turned. The dull uniformity of 
my condition is inſupportable; 
the morning differs not from the 
night, and to- day reſembles yeſ- 
terday; all my life appears but 
a moment lengthened by diſ- 
« guſting repetition. The valley 
« and the foreſt are ſtripped of 
66 their beauty in my eye.—Even 
e the charms of the beauteous 
« TuYRZA herſelf, are no longer 
« plcaſing, ſince ſhe has bleſt me 
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beautiful than ever rapturous Poet 
had fancied. The violet and the 


this delightful landſcape, waſted its 
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* with enjoyment.” 
Favourable genius, continued 
he, for thy looks beſpeak thy 
compafſfion, change the country 
which we now behold into a re- 
gion, reſembling that poſſeſſed by 
** theſe beings who reſide above 
* the ftars, Let it contain an ab- 
* ftrat of all thoſe beauties which 
* are diſperſed round the creation, 
that all may flatter my ſenſes, 
* and that my foul may have en- 
* tire fruition in all that imagina- 
« tion can conceive of pleaſure,” 
He wiſhed, and the indulgent 
genius ſoon complied with his im- 
portunate requeſt, The face of na- 
ture grew ten thouſand times more 


amaranthus ſprung up beneath their 
ſteps. The zephyr, enchanted with 


odore 
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odoriferous breath on very ſide. 
All that could gratify fenſe or excite 
ſatiety, were there in profuſion. 
Mirvan now began to revive, he 
perceived himſelf placed upon a bed 
of roſes, over-ſhaded by a bower of 
neverfading green. In the enthu- 
ſiaſm of his rapture he aroſe and tra- 
verſed the charming plain with an 
haſty ſtep. Here diſtracted in a 
variety of beauty, he feemed at a loſs 
what to prefer. The juicy anana, 
the delicate lotos, by turns, attra& 
his hand and his eye ; his ears are 
Hattered by the concert of the grove. 
Eike a weary traveller, or youth- 
ful complainant, ſeemed now at eaſe, 
having come to the ſeat of deftina- 
tion. He had not wandered long 
in this ideal ſcene of beauty, when 
he diſcovered ſeven nymphs who 
fixed their regards upon him. They 
moved with unſpeakable grace, and 
| L3 
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alt their looks ferved to inſpire plea» 
fore. Mirvan faw, and was en- 
chanted with their beauty; the other 
| charms of the country now feemed 
loſt in the compariſon. 'The nymphs: 
ſeemed to be confcious of his paſ- 
ſton, and aſfuming an aw of mo- 
deſty, fled to the thickeſt ſhades, 
ſure of being purfned. 

Thus bleſ and bleſſing, he at firſt 
thought his raptures would never 
end. But ſcaree were eight days 
paſſed in this abode, when the mi- 
nutes began to lengthen, and new 
wiſhes to interrupt his happineſs. 
His ears were fatigued with con- 
tinued harmony, his eyes with the 
repetition of beauty. The reaſoning; 
principle ſeemed funk on the bed 
of ſloth, and the fout had no op- 
portunity of vigorous exertion.—1 
deteſt, cried he, a life where no- 
| thing is found but ſoftneſs and eaſe, 
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no variety to amuſe, no danger to 
excite reſolution. Ah! would FIR- 
N AE but once more hear my prayer, 
it is not to ſpend my days In the 
arm of Pleaſure, Icould wiſh to em- 
bark in greater raptures, I could 
wiſh for power, as I ſee the plain 
without limits lying around me, I 
would defire alſo to govern a peo- 
ple with unbounded authority. 

He had ſcarce ſpoken when an. 
inviſible arm ſeizing him inſtantly. 
tranſported him through the air. 
He beheld a country without limits, 
diverſified with foreſts of cedars, 
whoſe tops ſeemed to reach the 
clouds, large rivers divided it, at 
once ſupplying an eaſy conveyance, 
and giving fertility. Beautiful cities 
were ſcattered up and down without 
number. All that you ſee, cried 
his conductor is thine. Mirvan. 
with a joyful heart, bowed to the 

ground, 
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ground, and thanked the * 
genius. He ſcarce concluded this 
inſtance of gratitude, when he found 
himſelf in the midſt of a circle of 
heroes and ancient ſages, with choſe 
lim their King, even before he had 
time to return from his aſtoniſhment. 
His brows were bound with a dia- 
dem; arid the filver- ſounding trum- 
pet proclaimed his acceſſion among 
the people. The populace thronged 
around to kiſs the ſteps of his throne 
while numberleſs camels came load- 
ed with all the riches of the Eaſt, 
and: the ** of the neighbouring: 
ile 
The cars 0 1 — were 
charmed with the martial notes of 
the trumpet, and the neighing of 
the horſes equipped for war: his? 
heart began to beat for conqueſt, 
Aa atibavthey who with for enemies 
I 3 them, he ſoon went to 


war; 
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war ; -attacked the foe, and was 
victorious. One conqueſt ſeemed 
only to induce him to wiſh for more; 
be went from victory, to victory, | 
till all his neighbours became tri- 
butary, or all their countries laid in 
runs; He fitſt then began to form 
the wiſh of a once famous Euro- 
pean hero, namely, that of new 
worlds to conquer: but the time 
approached that his vanity was to be 
humbled. A diſtant country that 
had, with jealous eyes, ſeen his pro- 
greſs in invading the liberties of 
others, began to fear for their own; 
a love of freedom ſupplied them 

with both conduct and courage. 
They attacked the enemy of man- 
kind with a force which it was im- 
poſſthle to reſiſt the army of flaves 
fell by myriads: the hero no began 
to conſider that he was but man: 
he fled for ſaſety to the foreſt alone 
deſerted 
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deſerted by the crowd of flatterers, 


and now given up a prey of famine, 
fatigue, and his own reflections ſtill 


more mortifying than either. After 


a long journey, he found himſelf in 
the midſt of a plain, incircled by a 
mountain. He repoſed himſelf on 
a brink by a glafly rivulet that 
poured from a neighbouring hill. 
The ſoul of Mixvan ſeemed all 
diſcord and confuſion; wretch that 
Jam cried he, why was I born 9 
this variety of diſtreſs ? why brought 


into the world to ſurvive every fe- 


licity ; the poor peaſant who feeds 
upon roots and water; the wan- 
dering ſavage that hunts for a pre- 
carious meal is happier far than I; 


J will not, cannot ſurvive it! He had 


ſcarce finiſhed when throwing him- 
ſelf headlong into the water, he 
there expected to terminate a 
wretched exiſtence 3 ; when the fan- 

cied 
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cied coldneſs of the waves gave an 
inſtant ſhock, which awaked him 
from his dream. Beſide him lay 
the lovely TnyzRa, his favourite 
wite, more beautiful tas the morn- 
ing; his attendants came with ſub- 
miſſive aſſiduity to know his plea- 
ſure, in ſhort he found all his poſ- 
ſeſſions real, all his wants imagi- 
nary, and ever after retained a pro- 
- per ſhare of gratitude for the bene- 
fits he enjoyed from heaven, with- 
out once murmuring at its having 
been more indulgent to others. 


BENEVOLENCE. 


Nänkin in order to enjoy the glory 
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4BENBYV OLENCE. 


I rejoice at the deſtruction of 
of gur enemies, is a foible 
gealted upon human nature, and we 


muſt be permitted to indulge it; the 
true way of atoning for ſuch an ill- 


founded pleaſure, is thus to turn qur 
triumph into an act of Benevolence, 
and to teſtify our own Joy by en- 
deavouring to baniſh anxiety from 
others. 

Hamr1i, the beſt and wiſeſt em- 
peror that ever filled the throne, 
after having gained three ſignal vic- 
tories over the -Tartars, who had 
invaded his dominions, returned to 


of 
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ef his conqueſt. After he had reſted 


for ſome days, the people, who are 
naturally fond of proceſſions, im- 
patiently expected the , triumphat 
Ws which Emperors upon fuck 

ccalions were accuſtomed to make. 
Their murmurs came to the Em- 
peror's ear. He loved his people, 
and was willing to do all in his 
power to ſatisfy their Juſt defires. 
He therefore aſſured them that he 
intended upon the next feaſt of the 
Lanterns, to exhibit one of the moſt - 
glorious triumphs that had ever been 
ſeen in China. 

The people were in raptures at 
his condeſcenſion; and, on the ap- 
pointed day, aſſembled at the gates 
of the palace with the moſt eager 
expectations. Here they waited for 
ſome time, without ſecing any of 
thoſe preparations which . uſually 
precede a pageant. The lantern, 


NI with 
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with ten chbüfühd tapers, was not 
vet brought forth; the ffre-works, 


which uſually covered the city walls, | 


were not yet lighted : the people 


once more began to murmur at 


this delay; when in the midſt of 
theit - impatience, the palace gates 
flew open, and the Emperor him- 
ſelf appeared, not in ſplendor or 
magnificence, but in an ordinary 
Habit, followed by the blind, the 
maimed, and the' ſtrangers of the 


city, all in new clothes, and each 
carrying in his hand money enough 


to ſupply his neceſſities for the year. 
The people were at firſt amazed, 


bin foon perceived the wiſdom of 
their King, who taught them, that 
to make one man happy, was more 
truly great than Having ten thou 


ſand captives groaning at the wheels 
of his chariot. 


THE 
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PHILOSOPHER, 
505 
NATURE. 
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1INa certain iſland of India, fitu- 
A: ated under the Equinoctial Line, 
reigned a Prince who, from his evil 
qualities, became ſo extremely diſ- 
truſtful, that though he had but one 
ſiſter, he yet would not diſpoſe of 
her in marriage, leſt he ſhould meet 
with à brother-in-law more beloved 
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by the people than himſelf. Bur 
notwithſtanding thg watchful eye 
he kept upon the actions of his ſiſter, 
one of his relations found means to 
fee her; and the young couple hav- 
ing become mutually enamoured of 
cach other they cluded the vigi- 
lance of their guards. and were pri- 
vately married. 

The fruit of this union was a ſon, 
whom the princeſs kept for ſome 
time concealed ; but at length, fear- 
ing the indignation. of her brother, 
ſhe found Rerfeff obliged to expoſe 
him, leſt his cries might be heard, 
and not only the immediate death 
of her child, but that of the author 
of his being, ſhould be the conſe- 
quence. For this eruel ſeparation 
ſhe alotted a calm and ſerene night; 
bs having with as much tenderneſs 

as poflible, put the infant into a box, 
lined with a bituminous ſubſtance, 


. the 


w 
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left it to the mercy of the waves. 
Theſe carried him to the border of 
a deſerted ifland, which lay oppo- 
fite to that of his birth, at the mouth 
of a river that overflowed it once 
every year, and that at this very 
time was at its height. The whole: 
iſland, therefore, was almoſt under 
water; and by the violence of the. 
tide, the box was driven forward: 
till it came entangled in a thicket 
of trees. The waters returned to 
their proper channel; the wind 
abated; and the box remained upon 
the ſand: but happening to bear 
againſt ſome branches, the nails, 
which had been on purpoſe left un- 
ſecure, looſened, and the boards. 
burſt aſunder. 
The infant Een YokDnax, in 
the mean time, inſtigated by the 
calls of hunger, cried with all his. 
might and a ſhe goat, which had juſt 
M43: been 
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been robbed of her kidling by an 
eagle, approached to him, and gave 
him fuck. This tender office ſhe 
failed not to renew every day; and 
the ſame connection was gradually 
formed between them as between 
a child and ns nurſe. 

Soon as little EBN Yoknnan: 
could walk, he attended the animal 
whitherfoever ſhe went; and as he 
was a ſtranger to every fociety but: 
that of goats, he ſoon formed ſounds: 
fimilar to theirs. He likewiſe imi- 
tated with ſkill the notes and cries: 
of all the different birds and beaſts: 
upon the iſland. . 

When he had attained his fifth 


or ſixth year, and become, in ſome: 


meaſure, capable of obſervation, he 


inſenfibly perceived, that he was 


the only -animal which was naked,, 


and defenceleſs; all the others 


being covered with hair, with wool, 
* or 


C us ] 


or with. feathers. He ruminated 
upon the methods by which this in- 
convenience might be remedied; 
and the firſt which occurred to him 
was, to take the large leaves of ſome 
tree, and to put them upon thoſe 
parts which nature employs to throw 
off certain ſuperffuities. At the 
ſame time, having torn down a 
branch of a tree, he found that, by 
moving it, he put all the beaſts 
around him to flight; whence he 
concluded, that his hands were in- 
finitely preferable to the hair, the 
tail, and the horns of oxen and goats, 
ſince by them he could at once pro- 
vide himſelf with a covering and a 
defence. Afterwards, remarking 
that the carcaſe of it had no bad 
ſmell, he made a kind of habit to 
himſelf, from-the ſkin and. feathers, 
of a dead eagle. As he always went, 
about armed with a ſtick, he ren- 
851 dered 
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dered himſelf an object of terror to 
all the animals of the iſland, who no 
longer dared to come near him. 
The ſhe goat his nurfe, however 
never forſook him; and though on 
account 'of her great weakneſs and 
age, he took an extraordinary care 
of her, he could not nevertheleſs 
prevent her from dying foon after. 
When he beheld his nurſe with- 
out motion, his ſurprife and his grief 
were immoderate. He called to 
her for a long time; but finding 
that ſhe made no anſwer to him, he 
began to examine rhe eyes, the 
. ears; and the legs of the animal, 
| imagining that in theſe parts there 
muſt be ſome obſtacle which hin- 
dered them from performing their 
functions; as he had already re- 
marked that, when he cloſed his 
eyes, ſtopped his ears, or tied his legs 
together, he could himſelf 4 
I de, 
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nor hear, nor watk. 

He therefore concluded, that thts 
hindrance proceeded from an inter- 
nal caufe, and was connected with 
a particular part that actuated all 
the reſt, This part, he thought, 
muſt neceſſarily be ſituated in the 
middle of the body, in order to 
communicate, with greater eaſe, its 
influence to the other members; and 
feeling his heart beat with violence, 
from the agitation of mind in which 
he was, he imagined that that muſt 
be the principle and the ſource of 
motion. On this he immediately 
reſolved to open the body of his 
nurſe, there to ſearch for the part 
and to find out wherein. the defi- 
ciency lay. But afterwards reflect- 
ing, that the remedy might be worſe 
than the diſeaſe, and that he ſhould 
not eaſily be able to cloſe up the 
opening he intended to make, he 

gs thought 
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thought it proper to wait a litle 
white longer ſtill. At length hav- 
ing loft all hopes, and imagining- 
that there was no longer any thing 
to be endangered, he adopted his 
former | deſign. Having therefore 
picked out ſome edged ſtones and 
ſome dried reeds, which he ſharp- 
encd as well as he could, he made 
an inciſion into the body of the 
goat, between the ribs, and preſently 
found the lungs; which he judged, 
however not to be the object of his 
ſearch, becauſe they were noi in the 
middle of the body. When he 
reached the liver he imagined that 
that Part muſt be the heart; fince 
its figure, ſituation, and ſolidity ap- 
peared to him exceedingly proper to 
produce motion and to preſerve it- 
For this reaſon he began to exg- 
mine it minutely; and having per- 
ceived two cavities in it, the one 

OG) full 
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full of coagulated blood, and the 
other empty he conceived that the 
principles of life was ſeated in the 
latter. And ashe was ſenſible thar 
this vivifying principle had gone 
out of the body while it was yet 
entire, he was well aſſured that it 
would not return thither, when the 
body ſhould be divided in ſeveral 
parts afterwards confidering, that 
this carcaſe was incapable of any 
kind of function, he concluded, that 
to that principle which had now 
left it, he muſt attribute all the 
operations he had ſeen the goat 
perform; that it was that which had 
ſupplied him with fuck, and which 
Had taken care of him from his in- 
fancy. Theſe conſiderations ex- 
cited in him a ſtrong inclination to 
- know what had become of this prin_ 
ciple, and whither it was gone; if 
it had left the body of itſelf, or if 


it 
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it had been driven from it by ſome 
extrinſic power. | 

While our ſolitary; was 3 
in theſe reveries, the carcaſe began 
to putrify: the ſteam attracted two 
rows; and they, afraid to approach 
for har of E8n YoKDRAN, began 
to fight. One of them had no 
. killed the other than it dug 
a hole in the earth, into which it 
threw the bady, and afterwards 
filled it up. From this circumſtance, 
EBxN Lok DHA determined to dig 
a hole alſo, and to pay that duty to 
his nurſe which a crow had paid to 
its enemy. 

Some time after, a ſtorm aroſe, 
which drove the branches of — 
dry trees againſt each other with ſo 
much violence that they took fire. 
The novelty of chis accident greatly 
aſtoniſhed. our Solitary; and, pro- 


moted by his natural curioſity, he 
approached 
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amproached to-it. Inexperienced as 
he was in duch matters, he at- 
tempted at firſt-to handle the flames; 
when ſtarting back with pain, he 
reſolved to take a branch of wood, 
which was only kindled at one end, 
and to carry it into a cave in which 
he lodged, in order to examine the 
fire, and the effes-it was capable of 
producing, With not a little care 
did he preſerve it.; as he found that 
the blaze ſerved him for ſun during 
the night, and that at a certain dif- 
tance the moderate hate which i. 
ſued from it, cheèared him, and re- 
vived his ſtrength. In the mean 
time he had not relinquifhed bis 
cagernefs to Know what it is that 
conſtitutes the ꝓrinciple of life, and 
of animal motion: having therefore 
obſerved, that fire puts all che bo- 
dies with which it communicates in 
motion, and that in touching cer- 


N tain 


(1247) 


tain parts of an animal body,, he 
feels a prodigious warmth he ima- 
gined'that the principles which move 
us muſt partake of the nature of fire. 
In order to convince himſelf of this 
point, he reſolved to diſſect alive the 
tirſt beaſt he ſhould meet. Nor 
was 'it difficult for him ro come -at 
one, the whole iſland being crowded 
with animals Having opened a wild 
ſheep, nearly as he had done the 
ſhe goat his nurſe, and having found 
the heart, he began to diſect it the 
left fide, and ſaw a whitiſh vapour 
iſſue from the cavity. which is there. 
Immediately he put his finger into 
it, and felt that the place which it 
had juſt left, was, as it were burn- 
ing with heat; remarking, at the 
ſame time, that the vapour which this 
cavity contained, was no ſooner 
evaporated; than the beaſt cloſed 
its eyes and expired, 


This 
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This experiment, which proved 
to be fo conformable. to the con- 
jectures of our Philoſopher, ſerved 
only to heighten his curioſity; info- 
- much, that Sh reſolved to examine 
the nature of all the other members 
of the body. So many experiments 
did he make, that though his inſtru- 
ments were not very handy, he yet 
ſurmounted every difficulty by his 
genius, and his application, and be- 
came, in a few years, a ſkilful ana- 
Aomiſt. at 
One day, as he was employed m 
performing a diſſection, a fiſh, which 
he had juſt caught, leaped upon his 
fire. This circumſtance, ſo atten- 
tive was he to his work, he did not 
at firſt perceive; but his noſtrils 
being pre ſently affected by an agree- 
-uble<flavour, which he had never 
experienced before, he was induced 
to {earch into the cauſe of it. On 


N 2 | beholding 
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beholding the fiſh- half: broiled, he 
longed to taſte of it; and finding ir 
more palatable than the fruns which 
- had hitherto compoſed his nouriſh- 
ment, he. addicted: himfelf to hunt- 
ing and fiſhing;. in both which ex- 
- ertites he facilitated his ſueceſs by 
the contrivance of ſundry expedi- 
cents, ſuch as that of taming birds 
by whofe ſingiog the reft were at- 
tracted. and ſecured in his ſnare], 
andi that of training horſes, mounted' 
on which he out ran at the _ 
the twitteſt beaſte. 
FE RN Tor HAN had hardly num- 
bored his one and twentiethi.or his 
two and twentieth year, when he 
javemed all theſe things, and when 
he made clothes to himſelf of the 
ſhins of beaſts, fewed. together with 
threads of: the bark of: the palm - tree, 
wih hemp, &c. But as theſe bo- 
INE: exerciſes did. not ozcupy him 
| | wholly. 
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wholly, hardly did he ever behold 
an object of which he wiſhed not 
to ſearch into the caufe. Not to 
be tedious however, we will leave 
him to reaſon like a Peripatette upon 
the nature of the terreſtrial and ce- 
leſtial bodies, in order to proceed at 
once to the manner in which he ac- 
quired the knowledge of the infi- 
nitely perfect Being. 

Our Solitary had already re- 
marked, that matter operates not of 
itſelf, but by means of a certain im- 
pulſe, a certain arrangement from 
ſome external cauſe: of theſe he 
long endeavoured to find the author 
upon the earth, and in the ſky. But, 
as he could find no being which was 
not finite, and which was not ſub- 
jet to change, he thence conclu- 
ded, that he who had formed mat- 
ter, and who had thus peculiarly 
arranged it, was not matter, 
ſince of neceſſity he muſt be in- 

N 3 finite 
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finite and immutable; that, mar- 
ter having not of itſelf the ability 
to act, it was not it which, properly 
ipeaking; performed the actions he 
taw it produce, but the perfect 
Boing who: gave it a power, and 
who preſerves it; that, of conſe» 
quence, this Being was all- powerful, 
all wife; and all knowing; that his 
exiſtence was neceffary ;- and that 
nothing was wanting to his glory, 
to his perfection, and to. his ſoves 
reigñ felicity. This ſublime idea 
took ſuch poſſeſfion of ERN LoKk D- 
wAYN, that he no longer paid any at- 
tention hardly to aught beſide; 
when any object happened to di- 
vert him from it, he inſtantly re- 
turned to it, applying every thing 
he had fonnd- good. and amiable in 
that object to- the infinitely perfect 
Being, and removing. from him 
every thing. which appeared cor- 


N or * to imperfection. 
There 
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There was one thing, however, that 
puzzled him, namely, that this Be- 
ing, who is ſo worthy of the love, 
and the reſpect, of all his creatures, 
ſhould have formed ſo few of them 
who were endowed with the capa- 
city to know him, and to pay a'vo. 
Juntary homage to him. This con- 


ſideration diſturbed his repoſe for 
ſome time; but by means of the freſh 


truths which he daily diſcovered, 
he ſoon recovered his wonted tran- 
quility. 

Our Solitary being thus dani 
ſtruck with the idea of the infinitely 
perfect Being, repeatedly pondered 
on the means by which he had ac. 
quired a perception that made fo 
lively an impreſſion on him. He 
law clearly that the ſenſes had not 
communicated this knowledge, fince 
the Being he formed in his mind 
was not corporeal, and had neither 
(Ro ſeen, 
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:feen; nor heard, nar touched him. 

It follows then,” thought he, 
that I muſt have fomething in me 
«© which is not matter, and by which 
* may have a communication with 
„ that immaterial Being, in like 
manner, as by the means of my 
& ſenſes, I am in ſome -meafure 
< united to the bodies which fur- 
round me. 

« And as this immaterial Being 
< ig infinitely. more noble than all 
& bodies, it likewiſe follows, that 
< that part within me which knows 
« him, muſt be greatly ſuperior to 
e that which has no perception but 
9*::0f corporal exiſtence. But whence 
4 comes it, that I am ſurrounded 
« with animals only, who haye no 
&« jdea of him that made them; 
„ who eat, drink, and multiply 
« their ſpecies; and who, after 


having lived to a certain period 
6s die, 


K 
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« dic, and are as if they had never 
« been lf there exiſted, in any 
ſpecies of animal, à principle fi- 
* milar to that by which I have 
obtained a knowledge of the all 
perfect Being, marks of it would 
* appear in ſome of: their actions. 
„They would inſtitute external 
* fſigns, in order to honour the ſo- 
vereign Being, and mutually to 
s excite each other to pay their 
* adoration to him, and with what 
pleaſure would I, who know him, 
connect myſelf with beings, with 
* whom I might praiſe our com- 
% mon Creator.“ 

What induced aur Sbilolepber to 
reaſon in this manner was, that, 
having never ſeen any thing but his 
own iſland, the ſea, and the firma- 
ment,, and being denied the aid by | 
which the other animals are propa- 


- "th he did not believe there had 
Ver 
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ever been a man in the world be- 
fore him, and he was at a loſs to 
know if there would ever be one 
after him. At the ſame time it ap- 
peared to him to be a thing unwor- 
thy of infinite goodneſs and power, 
to produce no creatures but What 
were corruptible, and incapable of 
knowing him, of loving him, and of 
enjoying a felicity ſuperior to that 
which is conveyed through the me- 
dium of the ſenſes. For this rea- 
ſon, as he found no finite immate- 
rlal beings here below he ſuppoſed 
there were ſuch above, united to 
thoſe globes of light which rolled 
cover his head; In this idea he was 
confirmed by this reflection; © If 
the ſovereign Being, though he 
*. has endowed me, in ſome mea- 
© ſure, with the powers of know- 
ing him, and of. contemplating 
Yo. anhin though he hath united 
723 cc me 
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< me to a body which is ſubje& to 
4 A thouſand different wants, and 
« which, by obliging me, from a 
« ſenſe of pain, to ſatisfy it, diverts 
* me from that delightful contem- ' 
e plation; yet it follows ſtill more 
* evidently that he muſt have 
united an immaterial exiſtence to 
„ heavenly bodies, which are ſo 
“large, ſo beautiful, ſo durable, fo 
” uniform, and in their motions fe 
regular.“ 

Thus did ERN] LVOKDHAN ſatisfy 
himſelſ as to the plurality of ſpirits 
or of immaterial beings; but there 
remained another diſficulty, which 
gave him great anxiety. This was 
to know why the ſovereign Being 
ſhould have joined ſouls, created 
expreſsly for himſelf, with bodies 
which perpetually interrupt the 
union that ought to ſubſiſt between 
finite ſpirits, and the infinite ſpirits, 

| in 
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in order to render the former hap- 
py. His conceptions abour nis 
matter were various: hut at length 
he concluded, that the preſent ſtate 
of thoſe ſpirits being a ſtate of im- 
perfection, there muſt be another 
after this life, in which they will! 
enjoy a greater degree of happineſs; 
that it is impoſſible to doubt of the 
poſſibility of this ſtate, ſince death 
is nothing but a diviſion of the ſe- 
veral parts of which the body is 
compoſed, and ſince. ſpirits being 
immaterial and the indiviſible can- 
not die, that the ſovereign Being 
hath united ſpirits with a body 
which in ſome meaſure, aſſimilates 
them to the creatures, in order to 
try if they would remain faithful to 
him, and if they would have the 
courage and the ſtrength to elevate 
their affections towards him, by 
. the pleaſures of the ſenſes; 
the 
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that it was the will of the infinitely 
perfect Being they ſhould love him 
from free choice, and ſhould not be 
preſented with objects amiable in 
2ppearance to the end that, by pre- 
ferring him to all things, they ſhould 
deſerve his love, and the happineſg 
he has prepared for them; that thoſe 
baſe ſpirits who devote themſelves 
to the luſts of the fleſh and who ne- 
gle&t the meditation of heavenly 
things, becauſe of the trouble they 
experience from it, are unworthy 
of being united with the ſovereign 
Being; ſo that after life, ſinding 
themſelves deprived of the conſola- 
tion they now receive from the 
pleaſures of the body, their immor- 
tality will be a ſeries : of miſery 
without end. 

So deeply was our Solitary im- 
preſſed with theſe reflections, and 
19 much contempt did he conceive 
O fer 
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for earthly things, that he would 
have relinquiſhed all care of his 
body, if he bad not believed that in 
order to evince his ſubmiſſion to the 
will of the almighty Being, he was 
obliged to preſerve it, till it ſhould 
pleaſe his ſovereign maſter to de- 
Iiver him from a machine, which 
he no longer confidered but as an 
obſtacle to his felicity. He there- 
fore reſolved to pay no more at- 
tention to his bodily concerns than 
what might be neceſſary to keep 
him from dying, and to prevent the 
diſorders which might tend to divert 
him from the contemplation of the 
all- perfect Being. To this refolu- 
tion he ſo religiouſly adhered, that 
he no longer went out of his cave 
but once a week; and then merely 
in queſt of fruit for his ſubſiſtance, 
the firſt of which that offered he 


100K without choice. 
ö This 
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This manner of living he conti- 
nued till the age of fifty years; 
when God, unwilling that ſo rare a 
pattern of virtue ſhould remain un- 
diſcovered to the world, permitted 
him to be diſcovered by the follow- 
Ing accident, 

Not far from the iſland in which 
EEBN YoOKDHAN had been brought 
up, there was another inhabited by 
the followers of the ancient pro- 
phets, who in order to familiariſe 
the myſteries of Heaven to the 
ſenſes, illuſtrated them by allegories, 
and by parables. Two of theſe 
iſlanders, As Al and Solomon, 
though intimate friends, entertained 
very different ſentiments, however, 
as to the road which leads to hap- 
pineſs. The former maintained, 
that it was by relinquiſhing the 
world, and by living in ſolitude.— 
The latter on the other hand, was 

Q 2 perſuaded 
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perſuaded that it was more caſy to» 
refiſt temptation- by the aſſiſtance 
which we receive from the ſociety 
of the virtuous, than by retirement, 
and by flying into a defert. 

As af had heard that the iſland in 
which Erxxn Yokvnan reſided was 
uninhabited; and ftill perfiſting in 
his defign of bidding adieu to the 
world, in order to dedicate himſeH 
entirely to devotion, he gave the 
whole of his wealth to the poor, re- 
ſerving no more to himſelf than 
what was neceſſary to pay for his 
paſſage thither. As ERN YoxDnan 
teldom ſtirred from his cave he did 
not meet with As AE, till he hap- 
pened to be employed in prayer; 
and nothing could exceed the ſur- 
prife of Epn Yoxrpwan when he 
beheld, for the firſt time, a creature 
reſembling himſelf. Impelled by 
curioſity, he advancedtowards him; 


but 
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but As Ar, taking, him for another” 
Solitary, and deſirous not to interrupt 
him, immediately withdrew, Ek 
Voxbua pretended not to ſec 
him; and following at a diſtance, as 
if by chance, he waited till he 
ſhould again fall on his knees, be- 
fore he would run after him: A$sALy. 
alarmed at finding he was purſued 
took to flight; Een Yokpuan, 
who was by fas the ſtrongeſt and 
the nimbleſt of the two ſoon over- 
took him. The new Solitary was 
ready to die with terror when he 
found himſelf defenceleſs in the 
hands ofa ſavage. EEX YokLran 
however encouraged bim with all 
the careſſes he could think of be- 
ſtowing; and. As AL, on recovering 
kis compoſure, ſpoke to him in ſe- 
veral languages, in order to render 
Rimſolf intelligible. To all theſe 
Ezx Yoxpnan gave no anſwer 
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but by expreſſing his aſtoniſhment, 
charmed as he was with the cadence 
of thoſe articulate founds, which ap- 
peared to him infinitely more har- 
monious than the ſinging of any 
bird. As AL preſented to him ſome 
remains of his proviſions he had 
brought with him, and began to eat 
of them, in order to ſhew him the 
example. Ebn Yokdhan,. who had. 
preſcribed to himſelf. tne ftrifteſt 
rules of fobriety, at firſt declined: 
the offer; but afraid to offond his 
new acquaintance, heat length com- 
plied, and in return went in ſearch 
of the beſt fruits of the iſland for 
him. The moſt intimate connec- 
tion was ſoon formed between them; 
and As AE, impatient to know by 
| what accident he had found a man 
11 thus circumſtanced, reſolved to- 
teach him to ſpeak. He began by 


telling him the names of things and 
afterwards 
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afterwards he taught him to con- 
nect them together. In a word the 
maſter was ſo aſſiduous, and the 
ſcholar was ſo docile, and ſo eager 
for inſtruction, that in a ſhort time 
they were able to ee together 
with eaſe. 

As ſoon as Ebn Yokdhan could 
ſpeak ſo as to be underftood, As At. 
enquired of him by whom he had 
been left upon the iſland, Ebn 
Yokdhan replied that he knew nor, 
that he was a ſtranger even to his 
parents; but that a ſhe goat had 
ſuckled him. He then related the 
occupations of his childhood, and of 
his youth, the diſcoveries he made, 
and the ideas he had conceived of 
Heavenly things, and in his turn he 
enquired of the other from whence 
he came, and what it was brought 
him into the ifland. Upon this 
ASAL gave him a deſcription of his 

country, 
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country, of the manners, and the 
religion of its inhabitants. Ebn 
'Yokdhan, was highly delighted, to 
find every thing which that people 
taught as to the nature of God, the 
rewards and the puniſhments after 
this life, and even the laſt judgment, 
was conformable: to his own * 
. 

But two things ane 8 ex- 
e One was, that the 
teachers of this people mould veil 
the ſacred truths with: ſo. many 
images addrefled 1o the ſenſes, that 
the law of their prophet ſhould ſeem 
to be ſatisfied. with the obſervations 
of certain faſts, of. a.few. prayers and 
alms, while they gave an allowance 
to things of: the greateſt danger; as 
the heaping, up of. riches,. the choics 
of, and even an exceſs in viands, 
the encouragement of: trafic, of 
Ys of. corporal. puniſhments, and 
conſequently. 


( 141 ) 


conſequently, of homicide. Ano- 
ther thing which appeared to him 
highly ftrange, was, that there 
ſhould be a neceſſity for the eſta- 
bliſhment of laws in order to the 
preſervation of civil fociety, and, for 
the inſtitution of grieyous penalties 
upon the offenders againſt it. He 
thought that this was to cure one 
evil by another, and that fuch 
diſorders would not happen, if ſuf- 
ficient care were taken to inſtruct 
"mankind, and to lay down the 
truth to them in a plain and ſimple 
manner. | 

In vain did As At tell him, that 
he knew not the' world ; that men 
were fraught with wickedneſs and 
ſtupidity; intoxicated with their 
prejudices; devoted to their paſ- 
fions; and incapable of attending to 
or loving the truth, Ebn Yokdhan, 
ſtill maintained it to be „ 
ut 
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bur that mankind would be con- 
verted, if the ſame method was 
taken to inſtru them, as that by 
which he had himſelf attained the 
knowledge of the moſt important 
truths. He therefore formed a re- 
ſolution to go and converſe with 
mankind, and exert- his efforts to 
lead them back from their errors. 
As AL approved of his intention, 
and in order to execute it, they 
agreed to remain night and day 
upon the ſea ſhore, and to keep a 
great fire, to the end that the ma- 
riners might diſcover them. 
Happily a veſſel, having loſt its 
courſe, on its paſſage to the iſland 
whence As Ar had come, happened 
to coaſt along that of our Solitaries, 
who accordingly made a fignal 10 
the pilot to take them on board. 
Sotlouod had juſt been elected 


prince of thoſe ulanders; and his 
court 
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court was compoſed oſ the moſt able 
perſonages of the ſect to which he 
belonged. Aſal and Ebn Yokdhan 
were welcomed there with great 
marks of joy; and for the latter 
when they were informed of his 
hiſtory, they conceived a particular 
eſteem. From this reception he 
was inſpired with the bope of re- 
forming a people ſo mild, and fo 
moderate; but when he came to 
talk to them of virtue, our Philoſo- 
pher had the mortification to ob- 
ſerve all his hearers diſappear. How 
happy had he been, would they 
have allowed him the liberty of 
practiſing it himſelf, without the 


neceſſity of returning into his own 
iiland. 


THE 


{ 144 ) 


THE STORY OFT 
ALCANDER and SEPTIMIUS. 


TAKEN FROM A BYZANTINE 
| HISTORIAN, 
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THEN, long after the de- 
cline of the Roman empire, 

ſtill continued the ſeat of learning, 
politeneſs; and wiſdom. Tnkopo- 
RIc, the OsTROGOTH, repaired 


the ſchools which barbarity was 


ſuffering to fall into decay, and con- 
tinued thoſe penſions to men of 


learning, which avaricious gover- 


nors had monopolized. 
In this city, and about this period, 


Alcander and Septimius were fel- 
low 


C we j 


tow ſtudents together ; the one, the 
moſt ſubtle reaſoner of all the Ly- 
ceum; + the other, the moſt clo- 
quent ſpeaker in the academic grove. 
Mutual admiration ſoon begot a 
friendfhip. Their fortunes were 

nearly equal, and they were natives 
of the two moſt celebrated cities in 
the world; for Alcander was of 
Athens, Septimiuscame from Rome, 

In this ſtate of harmony they 
lived for ſome time together, when 
Alcander, after paſſing the firſt part 
of his youth in the indolence of 
philoſophy, thought atlength of en- 
tering into the buſy world; and, as 
a ſtep previous to this, placed his 
affections on Hypana, a lady of ex. 
quifite beauty. The day of their” 
intended nuptials- was fixed; the 
previous ceremonies . were per. 
formed ; and nothing now remained, 
but her being conducted in triumph 
| P 10 
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to the apartment of the intended 
bridegroom. 

Alcander's exultation in his own 
happineſs, or being unable to enjoy 
any ſatisfaction without making his 
friend Septimius a partner, pre- 
vailed upon him to introduce Hy- 
patia to his fellow-ſtudent ; which 
he did with all the gaiety of a man 
who found himſelf equally happy 
in friendſhip and love. But this 
was an interview fatal to the future 
peace of both; for Septimius no 
ſooner ſaw her, but he was ſmitten 
with an involuntary paſſion; and, 
though he uſed every effort to ſup- 
| preſs deſires at once ſo imprudent 

and unjuſt, the emotions of his 

mind in a ſhort time became ſo 
ſtrong, that they brought on a fever, 
which the phyſicians judged in- 
curable. 


During 
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During this illneſs, Al c AN DER 
watched him with all the anxiety of 
fondneſs, and brought his miſtreſs 
to join in thoſe amiable offices of 
friendſhip. The ſagacity of the 
phyſicians, by theſe means, ſoon 
diſcovered that the cauſe of the pa- 


tient's diſorder was love; and A- 


CANVER, being appriſed of their 
diſcovery, at length extorted a con- 
feſſion from the reluctant dying 
lover. 

It would but delay the narrative 
to deſcribe the conflict between 
love and friendſhip in the breaſt of 
ALCANDER on this occaſion ; it is 
enough to ſay, that the Athenians 
were at that time arrived at ſuch 
refinement in morals, that every 
virtue was carried to exceſs, In 
ſhort, forgetful of his own felicity, 
he gave up his intended bride, in all 
her charms, to the young Roman. 

F'2 They 
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They were married privately by his 
connivance, and this unlooked-for 
change of fortune wrought as unex- 
pected a change in the conſtitution 
vt the now happy SerTinIvs. In 
a ſew days he was perfectly reco- 
yered, and ſet out with his fair 
partner. for Roux. Here, by an 
exertion of thoſe talents which he 
was ſo eminently poſſeſſed of, Sev- 
TIMIUS, in a few' years, arrived at 
the higheſt dignities of the ſtate, 
and was conſtituted the city Judge, 
or prætor. 


In the mean time, e 


not only felt the pain of being ſc- 
parated from his friend and his miſ- 


treſs, but a proſecution was alſo 


commenced againſt him, by the re- 
lations of HY AT IA, for having 
baſely given up his bride, as was 
ſuggeſted, for money. His inno- 
cence of the crime laid to his charge, 
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and even his eloquence in his own 

defence, were not able to withſtand 
the influence of a powerful party. 
He was caſt, and condemned to pay 
an enormous fine. However, being 
unab.e to raiſe ſo large a ſum at the 
time appointed, his poſſeſſions were 
confiscated, he himſelf was ſtripped 
of the habit of freedom, expoſed as 
a ſlave in the market-place, and ſold 
to the higheſt bidder. 

A merchant of Thrace becoming 
his purchaſer, ALAN DER, with 
ſome other Companions of diſtreſs, 
was carried into that region of de- 
ſolation and ſterility. His ſtated 
employment was to follow the 
herds of an imperious maſter, and 
his ſucceſs in hunting was all that 
was allowed him to ſupply his pre- 
carious ſubſiſtence. Every morn- 
ing waked him to a renewal of fa- 


mine or toil, and every change of 
1 8 ſcaſon 


( 150. þ 


ſeaſon ſerved but to aggravate His 
unſheltered diſtreſs, After ſome 
years of bondage, however, an op- 
portunity of eſcaping, offered; he 
embraced it with ardour; ſo that, 
travelling. by night, and lodging in 
caverns by day, to ſhorten a long 
ſtory, he at laſt arrived in Roms, 
The fame day on which ALcanDER: 
arrived, SEET1Mivs ſat adminiſter-- 
ing juſtice in the Forum, whither: 
our wanderer came, expecting to be 
inſtantly known, and publicly. ac- 
knowledged, by his former friend. 
Here he ſtood the whole day amongſt 
the crowd, watching the eyes of the 
judge, and expecting to be taken 
notice of; but he was ſo much al- 
tered by. a long ſucceſſion of hard- 
{kips,. that he continued unnoticed 
among the reſt; and, in the even- 
ing, when he was going up to the 
practor's chair, he was brutally re- 

3 pulſed: 
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by the attending lictors. The at. 
tention of the poor is generally driv- 
en from one ungrateful object to 
another; for night coming on, he 
now found himſelf under a neceſſity 
of ſeeking a place to lie in, and knew 
not where to apply. All emaciated 
and in rags, as he was, none of the 
Grizens would harbour ſo. mucks 
| wretchedneſs; and fleeping in the 
ſtreets might be attended with in- 
terruption or danger: in ſhort, he 
was obliged to take up his lodging in 
one of the tombs without the city, 
the uſual retreat of guilt, poverty, 
and deſpair. In this manſion of 
horror, laying his head upon an in- 
verted urn, he forgot his miſeries 
for a while in fleep; and found, 
on his flinty couch, more eaſe than 
beds of down can 1 12 925 to — 
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As he continued here, about mid- 
night, two robbers came to make 
this their retreat; but, happening to 
diſagree about the diviſion of their 
plunder, one of them ſtabbed the 
other to the heart, and left him 
weltering in blood at the entrance. 
In theſe circumſtances he was found 
next morning, dead at the mouth of 
the vault. This naturally inducing 
a further enquiry, an alarm was 
ſpread; the cave was examined; 
and Al c AN DER being found, was 
immediately apprehended, and ac- 
cuſed of robbery and murder. The 
circumſtances againſt him were 
ſtrong, and the wretchedneſs of his 
appearance confirmed ſuſpicion. 
Misfortune and he was now 1o 
long acquainted, that he were re- 
gardleſs of life. He deteſted a 
m7 where he had found only in- 


1 falſehood, and cruelty 3 
he 
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he was determined to make no de- 
fence ; and thus, lowering with re- 
ſolution, he was dragged, bound 
with cords, before the tribunal of 
SEPTIMIUS. As the proofs were 
poſitive againſt him, and he offered 
nothing in his own vindication, the 
judge was proceeding to doom him 
to a moſt cruel and ignominious 
death, when the attention of the 
multitude was ſoon divided by ano- 
ther object. The robber who had 
been really guilty, was apprehended 
ſelling his plunder, and, ſtruck with 
a panic, had confeſſed his crime, 
He was brought bound to the ſame 
tribunal, and acquitted every other 
perſon of any partnerſhip in his 
guilt, ALcAanveR's innocence 
therefore appeared, but the ſullen 
raſhneſs of his conduct remained a 
wonder to the ſurrounding multi- 


tude z - but their aſtoniſhment was 
ſtill 
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fill further increaſed, when they 
ſaw their judge ſtart from his tribu- 
nal to embrace the ſuppoſed crimi- 
nal,, Septimius recollected his 
friend and former benefactor, and 
hung upon his neck with tears of 
pity and of joy. Need the ſequel be 
related? Alcander was acquittted; 

ſhared the friendſhip and honours 
of the principal citizens of Rome; 
lived afterwards in happineſs and 
eaſe ; and left it to be engraved on 
his Ry That no circumſtances 
are ſo deſperate, which Providence 
may not relieve. | 
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O M A R, 
OR THE 


PUNISHMENT or AVARICE. 


XS Omar, the hoary and the 
. wiſe, was fitting at the door 

of his cell, he looked up towards 
the deſart, and ſaw a cloud of duſt 
that aſcended from earth to heaven: 
the caravan was returning from 
Cairo with merchandize and trea- 
ſure; he heard a confuſed murmur 
of various ſounds, and at length the 
camels and the multitude appeared. 
When they came up, OMAR 
beckoned with his hand, and cried 
out, hear me ye ſons of traffic, ye 
labourers 
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labourers of anxiety and ſorrow : 
Gold is bright ,as the morning, but 
fatal as the ſtorm at midnight : be- 
ware of the ſilent approach of the 
ſerpent, beware of the beauty of 
woman, but chiefly beware of the 
power of gold It is produced 
among poiſons in the bowels of the 
earth, andits fruits are calamity and 
guilt, The caravan ſtopped, for 
every one reverenced the wiſdom 
and virtue of Omar. I will tel 
you, ſaid Ox Ak, the adventures of 
Sadir, Haran, and Zimur, 

Sadir, Haran, and Zimur, were 
friends; amiable and young, their 
feet had yet not deviated from the 
paths of virtue, They ſet out toge- 
ther on a journey, and as they were 
travelling along the plains of In- 
doſtan, it happened that they found 
a treaſure, This was at once the teſt 


of virtue and of friendſhip. Every 
heart 
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heart throbbed, and every breaſt was 
opened to mirth and pleaſure. To 
divide ic, would have been an out. 
rage on the delicacy and confidence 
of their amity. Let the bounty of 
heaven, ſaid they, be the common 
bleſſing of us all. Mutually to 
ſhare without diviſion, will at once 
gratify and increaſe our confidence 
and love. As they had now the 
means of enjoyment, they deter- 
mined to enjoy: they travelled by 
ſhorter ſtages, and they | procured 
every accommodation that wealth 
could buy. When they reached 
the next town, Zimur was depured 
by Sadir, and Haran to procure them 
proviſions, an office that ſuited his 
taſte, his knowledge, and his acti- 
vity. As ſoon as he was gone, Sadir 
and Haran fixed their eyes upon the 
treaſure, and ſat ſome time filent: 
at length they ſtole a glance at each 


other, 
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other, each was conſcious to his own 


with, and thought he ſaw it re- 
fleted from the countenance of his 
friend. They began a converſa- 
tion, in which this wiſh was mu- 
tually diſcloſed by almoſt imper- 
ceptible degrees. It we ſhould now 
tecure this gold and depart, ſaid 
Sadir, whom could Zimur blame 
but his own indiſcretion; would it 
not -make two more happy than 
three? Shall we not gain at leaſt 
what he will loſe, and can we de- 
ſerve an opportunity that we neg- 
lect to improve? 

The wiſe only, ſaid Haran, are 
appointed to proſperity: Zimur has 
no right to ſhare the treaſure with 
us, and we ſhall only fulfil an un- 
changeable decree if we keep the 
whole to ourſelves. It 1s true re- 
plied Sadir ; but if he ſhould again 
find us, he may queſtion the deter- 

| mination, 
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mination, and claim his part; this, 
ſaid Haran, muſt be prevented. 
The dead are filent, and ceaſe from 
- troubling. Such was the with that 
gold excited in the hearts of Sadir, 
and Haran, and ſuch was the crime 
by which it was to be accompliſhed. 
Zimur returned in the evening, 
weary with labour, and pleafed 
with the anticipation of refreſhment 
and reſt. But his aſſociates feized 
him at a diſadvantage, extended him 
upon the earth, and 3 him 
with his W 
When he was dead, they ſat down 
to the repaſt he had provided for 
them: but in a few moments the 
hand of death was upon them. 
They became pale, they ſhuddered , 
a cold ſweat covered their limbs, 
and they gazed at each other with- 
out power to ſpeak. In this ſpeech- 
leſs agony of deſpair and horror, 
2 2 the 
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ſtruggle of nature for life was ſhort, 
and both funk down together, were 
conyulfed, groaned, and expired. 

Was this the work of a divine 
avenger? Did the Almighty puniſh: 
by controlling Nature, and was the 
. Juſtice miraculous, that guilt might 
t#remble?—ls not Nature the hand- 
maid of the Almighty, and wicked- 
neſs the cauſe of his diſpleaſure? 
Zimur had poiſoned the food he had 
obtained, that he might the more 
eaſily ſecure the treaſure, and get 
rid of his companions. | 

The treaſure is now without a 
maſter, to whom ſhall it belong? 
Let not your hearts, ye ſons of men 
deſire it, even in SECRET, leſt the 
crimes ye now tremble at, ye may 
be ere long induced to commit your- 
fclves, and without regret. 


T HE 


THE 


H E RMI IT 
O F 


L EB AN ON. 


OST travellers that have vi- 
ſited the eaſtern parts, agree, 
that the preſent inhabitants are re- 
markably ſtupid and illiterate; and 
that ignorance has drawn her tene- 
brous mantle over the countries, 
where formerly the lamp of wiſdom 
ſhone with diſtingurſhed luſtre. 
This obſervation, however true it 
may be in general, is not juſt with 
regard to every individual, There 


23 are 
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are ſtill ſome perſons, whoſe minds 
are illuminated with the rays of 
ſcience, and who ftudy, and, I 
doubt not practice too, the precepts 
of virtue and religion. Several of 
this kind, ſays our author, have J 
ſeen in my travels, particularly an 
aged hermit, whom. I fortunately 
met with, not many years fince,, 
in the celebrated. mountain. of Le- 
banon. To attempt a deſcription of 
this famous mountain, would extend 
this tale to too great a length; ſuf- 
fice it, therefore to ſay, that the 
cedars for building the temple of 
Solomon, the moſt ſplendid ſtruc- 
ture the world. ever ſaw, were 
brought from thence: but time has 
ſtrangely changed the face ob this 
country. The extenſive foreſt of 
Lebanon, which contained fuch mul- 
titudes of ſpreading cedars are re- 
duced to ane fingle grove of about 


( 163 ) 


one mile in circumference, contain= 
ing about eighteen large cedars, a 
conſiderable number of ſmall ones, 
and a few pines. 
While we were viewing the ce. 
dars, continues our author. an aged 
. hermit approached us; and after 
making ſome remarks on theſe fa» 
mous trees, conducted -us to the 
convent of Cannobine, built on the 
declivity of Lebanon, in the moſt re- 
tired and romantic ſituation that can 
poſſibly be conceived. It ſtands on 
the north fide ofa remarkablechaſm, 
or hollow part of the mountain. ax 
the bottom whereof runs a large 
current of water, which tumbles 
down the, rocks in numerous caſ- 
cades. The murmur of theſe fal- 
ling ſtreams, and the hollow found 
of the wind among the trees, increaſe 
the ſolemnity of the place, and tend 
greatly to compoſe the mind, and 
inſpire 
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inſpire the ſoul with reflections wor- 
thy of its nature : both fides of this 
chaſm are remarkably ſteep, and 
covered with trees of the moſt beau- 
tiful yerdure, many of which being 
of the aromatic kind, render the 
air delightfully fragrant. 

The church of this convent is a 
large grotto, and in one of the win- 
dows are three bells, which call the 
monks to their devotions; a favour 
allowed them no where elſe in the 
Turkiſh Dominions. The convent 
itſelf ſtands at the mouth of a large 
cave; and, except two or three 
rooms is wholly compoſed of ſubter- 
raneous apartments. 

After viewing every part of this 
ſequeſtered retreat, the hermit con- 
ducted us to his cell, which ſtood to 
the margin of the ſame chaſm, about 
a quarter of a mile from the con- 


vent: before the entrance of this 
homely 
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homely manſion was a large ſpread- 
ing tree, and, on the right ſide a 
{ſmall ſtream, which had its rife at 
ſome diſtance above, in the fide of 
the mountain, and here tumbled 
into the torrent at the bottom of 
the chaſm. It is ſtill the cuſtom 
among the inhabitants of the Eaſt, 
to entertain their gueſts under a 
tree; a circumſtance extremely 
pleaſing „as it reſembles the prac- 
tige of the ancient patriarchs, and 
fills the mind with the moſt pleafing 
ideas of antient ſimplicity. 

After a ſhort repaſt, we aſked the 
hermit how long he had lived in 
that ſolitary habitation; and why 
he choſe to ſeclude himſelf from ſo- 
ciety. To which he was pleaſed to 
anfwer, addreſſing himſelf to me; 
] am a native of Scio, a famous 
iſland of the Archipelago, and not a 
ſtranger to the cuſtoms of Europe, 

having 
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having ſtudied ſeven years at Rome; 
and, after my return, lived many 
years in my native country; but 
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being defirous of retiring from the 


world, and ſpending the remainder 
of my days in ſolitude, I repaired to 


this mountain, where I have now 
lived -about' forty years, and ex- 


perienced more real pleaſure and 


ſatisfaction in this ſequeſtered grotto, 


than in all the noiſe, buſtle and 
hurry of this buſy world. Curiofity, 


my ſon, doubtleſs, inſpired thee 


with a. deſire of viſiting this fa- 


mous mountain ; but that the jour- 
- ney may not be wholly. in vain, at- 
tend to the inſtructions of the aged, 


and let the hoary head teach thee 


wiſdom. Weigh not the diſpenſa- 
tions of heaven in the imperfe ba- 
lance of human reaſon ; but be en- 


tirely reſigned to the will of the Al- 


mighty. Murmur not at ſeeming 
frowns 
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frowns of Providence, and the diſ- 
tribution of riches in this imperfe& 
ſtate for they are continually fluct- 
uating like the waves of the ocean, 
and ſooner diſſipated than the morn- 
ing miſt, Remember judgments 
are not ſent in vain, nor mercies 
beſtowed without commiſſion. The 
actions of Omnipotence are directed 
by infinite wiſdom, which cannot 
err. Repine, not, therefore, at thy 
mortal lot, but always take the 

preſent and future ſtate in connec- 
tion. 

Conſider this world is not the 
whole of exiſtence; and though thou 
mayeſt want thy ſhare on this ſide 
the grave, comfort thyſelf with this 
pleaſing, this animating thought, 
that if you are really pious, thou 
| ſhalt have large poſſeſſions in the 

regions that lie beyond it. Theſe - 
reflections, my fon, wilt unravel the 
intricacies 


* 
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intrieacies of Providence, and ſolve 
the perplexing riddles of human 
life. Conſider thine adverfities will 
ſhortly terminate, and the moſt poig- 
nant afflictions ſoon reach their pe- 
riod. The clouds of adverſity, 
darknefs, -and ignorance, that now 
ſpread a-gloom over all the regions 
of thy breaſt, will retire at the ap- 
pearance of the torch of wiſdom; 
and when the ſun of religion Arif 
in his ſtrength, they will vaniſh and 
be ſeen no more. 

If while the little bark 5 « on 
the ocean of this world, rough ſtorms 
and contrary blaſts alarm thy fears, 
yet remember the voyage is ſhort, 
and the danger will ſoon be over, 
and though the ſkies may darken, 
and the lowering aſpect of the hea- 
vens terrify and ſurprize thee, yet 
be aſſured that brighter ſcenes will 


ſoon chear thy fight, and more 
ſerene 
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ſorene proſpects raviſh and delight 
my ſoul: though the waves may 
roar, and billows appear as moun- 
tains, yet winds, ſtorms, confuſions, 
and diſorders, nay even death itſelf, 
hall all conſpire to waft thee to the 
empyrean ſhore, Let the conſide- 
ration of the uncertainty of life be 
a continual memento of thy fluctua- 
ting condition; acquaint thyſelf: 
with the monuments of death, and 
contract a familiarity with the King 
of Terrors, - Remember the omni- 
{cient eye of heaven obſerves: all 
thy actions, and let not death ſur- 
prize thee in an unguarded hour. 
Accumulate not unneceſſary riches 
to thyſelf, neither be thou covetous 
of large poſſeſſions. Let thy re- 
queſt to heaven be that of Agur, : 
* Give me neither poverty nor 
riches. Delivered from the dif- 
cuties and hardſhips of the one, and 
R © unembarraficd 
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unembarraſſed with the incum- 
brances and perplexities of the other, 
thou wilt live in comfort and fatis- 
faction, and thy days will glide on 
in a pleaſing ſerenity, Never ima- 
vine temporal things to be perma- 
nent, let thine own mind limit their 
duration. Viciſitudes unexpected 
may turn back the wheels of proſ- 
perity; and changes, ſudden as the 
whirlwinds of the defart, deſtroy alb 
thy pleaſing hopes af a long con- 
tinued ſucceſſion of delighis. Place 
not, therefore, thy felicity on fleet- 
ing objects, nor ſtretch out thine 
hands to graſp at ſhadows. Build 
not thy joys on an ærial foundation, 
nor place thine hopes on the phan- 
toms of a waking dream. Prepare 
for misfortunes; and kcep thyſelf 
always ready to war With adverfity. 
Every thing in nature may be juſtly 
confidered as an inſtructive leflon of 

mo- 
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morality. Life has its ſpring, its 
ſummer, its autumn, and its 
winter. Many find a paſſage 
from the firſt tothe grave; but thoſo 
who furvive both the ſummer and 
che autumn, muſt inevitably fall be- 
neath the chilling blaſts of winter; 
and the frozen hand of death will 
open for them the dreary portals of 
the tomb. Remember, my ſon, we 
are bound on a voyage to eternity, 
and that the paſſuge is difſicutt and 
full of dangers; let us, therefore, be 
remarkably careful, leſt the current 
of proſperity ſhould carry our little 
barks into the eddies of pleaſurc, 
and they be ſwallowed up by the 
whirlpools of vice, or beaten to 
pieces on the rocks of deſpair. The 
merchant, animated with the hopes 
of riches, traverſes the burning ſands 
of the Arabian Waſtes, to fetch the 
choice productions of the Eaſt: but 
4 1 R 2 what 
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what are all the golden treaſures or 
Indoſtan, the pearls of Or mus, or the 
diamonds of Golconda, when com- 
pared with the permanent riches 
which crown the toils and ſufferings 
of a true Chriſtian? What perſen, 
therefore would neglect ſuch glo- 
rious. proſpects, becaule a few boil- 
terous winds, and adverſe” blaſts 
may attend his paſſage ? ſurely he 
is undeſcrving of ſuch glorious trea- 
iures, who is afraid to hazard a few 
momentary and periſhing trifles, fox 
Joys of ſuch: intrinfic valye age: ate. 
nal duration. 

Purſue now, my fot, thy 3 Journey 
in peace; and. when, by the fayour 
of the Almighty, thou haſt reached 
the land of thy nativity, and ſitteſt 
at eafe in the habitation. of thy fa- 
thers, engrave theſe precepts on the 
table of thy memory, and make 


them the conſtant ſubjects of thy 
thovghts 
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thoughts, for then ſhalt thou ſecurely 
tread the paths of virtue, and deſire 
rather than fear, the approach of 
the King of Terrors. Thou ſhalt 
fmile at misfortunes, and under the 
weighty hand of adverſity, remem- 
ber with pleaſure, the aged inhabi- 


tant of Lebanon. 
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1 N Viſapour, the capiial city of: 
the kingdom of Decoran, dwelt 


e a. jeweller by. trade: 
in his art he had but few-equals : 
the bracelets that ſparkled upon the 
arms of the Sultanas of Viſapour 
were made by him.: and ſo exquiſite 
was his workmanſhip, that it con- 
tributed to ſet off the charms of the 
moſt beautiful of the creation. 
Arko finding wealth flow 
in upon him from every quarter, 
formed the moſt flattering proſpects 


. 


of a happy life; and being per. 
ſuaded that man is not capable of 
enjoying felicity without commu- 
nicating it to others, he married the 
beautiful DrRIA, whoſe eyes re. 
fembled thofe of the dove for mild- 
neſs, whilſt. her hair, which was 
blacker than the plume of the raven, 
fell in ringlets upon her ivory neck, 

and became her with a grace inex- 
preſſible. Their felicity was mutual, 

and ABR AOUTr, who now thought 
himſelf ſecure of happinefs indulged 
the moſt ſanguine hopes. Fortune 
ſeemed to have ſingled him out as 
her favourite, and for a time every 
thing fucceeded to his wiſhes. He 
was foon bleſt with a daughter, to 
whom he gave the name of JesbAap. 
Her dawning charms promiſed one 
day to equal thofe of her mother, 

and every year ſeemed to add tothe 


5 "m_ of her perſon, ABRAOULF, 


however, 
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however, could not think his hap- 
pineſs complete till he had a ſon. 
His wiſhes were favourably heard 
by heaven; Dir1ia was delivered 
of a boy, to whom he gave the 
name of Arp, and the birth was 
celebrated with extraordinary re- 
Joicings and feſtivity. 

| ABRAOULF, though he had ac- 
quired conſiderable wealth, ftill 
thought he had nor enough ;. the in- 
creaſe of family made an increaſe of 
riches neceſſary, and this was his 
motive for undertaking a long 
voyage, in order to furnith himſelf 
with- precious ſtones of the greateſt 
value at an inconſiderable price. 
He could not, however, bear the 
thoughts of being ſeparated from 
his beloved DRxRIA, and his ſon. 
and daughter; ſo he reſolved to 
take them along with him. Here 


the adverſe fortune of ArRAOUuIT. 
began 
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began. His voyage was indeed 
proſperous at firſt, but before he 
reached Golconda, the place of his 
deſtination, a violent ſtorms aroſe: 
the ſhip ſoon ſprung a leak, and not- 
withſtanding all the care of the 
mariners, who exerted their utmoſt 
efforts, was in a ſhort time buried 
in the deep. The unfortunate 
Abraoulf beheld his wife, ſon, and 
daughter on the brink of ruin, and 
he, with much difficulty, eſcaped 
death by ſwimming. When he 
reached the ſhore, he was quite 
faint and ſpent with fatigue, - and 
thinking himſelf at the point of 
death, faid the five prayers which 
the alcoran appoints to be uſed on 
that occaſion :..' theſe he repeated 
with fuch fervour, that he was over- 
heard by a muezin, who happened 
to rest that WA 


8 


The 
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The good man compaſſionated 
his diſtreſs, and cauſed him to be 
immediately carried to his houſe in 
a neighbouring village. The mue- 
ꝛin immediately ordered his ſervants 
to put che ſtranger to bed, and take 
particular care of him. Abraoult 
-flept ſoundly during the night; but 
in the morning he awoke in the ut- 
moſt dejeQion of ſpirits, his ſoul was 
ſtill filled withithe ideas of Deria, his 
daughter Jeſdad, and his ſon Alda], 
ſuppoſing them to be drowned ; and 
Ao great was his ſorrow for their loſs, 
that he frequently called them aloud 
by name, and not finding them, 
threw himſelf again upon the bed 
1n all the agonies of deſpair, | 
The 'mwezin viſited him ſoon af- 
ter, and enquired into the cauſe of 
his perturbation of mind. Abraoutt 
gave him a circumſtantial account 


of all that happened to him fince 
his 
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his departure from Viſapour : the 
muezin-who was perfe& in the lan- 
guage of the Magi of the Indies, 
and had been initiated in all the 
myſteries of predeſtination, defired 
Abraoulf to be of good chear, and 
always confide in Alla, and his 
holy prophet Mahomet. Abraoulf, 
{aid he, you think you have loſt 
your wife, ſon, and daughter, but 
Alla may reſtore them to you when 
you leaſt expect it. You are a 
maſter in your buſineſs, go to the 
capital of Golconda, and you will 
find employment. While ſpeaking 
thus, he put fix rupees into the hand 
of Abraoulft, who immediately ſet 
out for the capital of Golconda, af- 
ter having thanked the kind muezin 
for his favours. 
Abraoulf, upon his arrival at the 
the capital of Golconda, was imme- 
diately employed by Monſour, one 
of 


(G) 


of the moſt eminent jewellers in the 
city: by his induſtry he acquired 
enough. to make himſelf perfectly 
eaſy, if he had been capable of en- 
Joying any happineſs; but the re- 
membrance of his loſt family con- 
ſtantly intruded upon his mind, and 
repoſe was totally -danifhed from 
his breaſt. 
Being wearied with the fatigues 6 
of buſineſs, and tormented; with 
anxiety of thought, he one night 
threw himſelf upon the bed, almoſt 
in deſpair. | A deep ſleep took poſ- 
ſeſſion of all his faculties; and 
_ whilſt he lay in warm repoſe, ſtream. 
ing. glories all on a ſudden burſt 
from the ſkies, and Effendiath, the 
ſpirit of peace, appeared before 
J him. Abraoulf, ſaid he, you have 
| doubted too much of the goodneſs 
of Alla, from whom you and all 
created beings derive their exiſtence: 
yo 
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qu thought that your wife, ſon, and 
daughter periſhed in the ſea ; but 
the ſame omnipotent Being that pre- 
ſerved you, has ſaved them alſo from 
deſtruction. 


ABkRAO OUT, animated by this 
dream, roſe in the morning with 
great alacrity of ſpirits, and upon 
walking into the largeſt ſquare in 
the city was greatly ſurpriſed at 
meeting a man who fold faquai, as 
he had long before known him in 
an opulent ſtate at Viſapour. This 
poor man whoſe name was Topal, 
entreated him to repole himſelf ar 
his houſe, telling him that he would 
there meet with ſome unfortunate 
people from his own country, who 
had narrowly efcaped ſhipwreck on 
the coaſt of Golconda. ABRaouis 
entered, and his joy was equal to 
hisſurpriſe, when he beheld Dzz1a, 
Jz8var, and Ax DAL; he embraced 
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them with a tranſport not to be ex- 
preſſed; and having made a hand- 
ſome preſent to Topal, took a houſe, 
and lived blefſed with every do- 
meſtic happineſs, waiting patiently 
the call of the angel of death. 


ERRONEOUS 
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ERRONEOUS JUDGMENT 
OF 


4AM 04 TALE 


EXEMPLIFIED. 


—— Califf of Egypt, 
IF had dwelt ſecurely for many 
years in the ſilken pavilions of plea- 
ſure, and had every morning an- 
nointed his head with the oil of 
gladneſs, when his only ſon Abo- 
ram, [for whom he had crouded his 
treaſures with gold, extended his 
dominions with conqueſts, and ſe- 
cured them with impregnable for- 
treſſes] was ſuddenly wounded as he 

8 2 was 
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was hunting with an arrow froman un- 
knou n hand, and expired in the field. 
Boz AL DAB, in the diſtraction of 
grief and deſpair, refuſed to return 
fo his palace, and retired to the 
gloomieſt grotto in the neighhour- 
ing mountain; he there rolled him- 
Ars in the duſt tare away. the hairs 
of bis hoary beard; and dafhed the 
cup of conſolation, offered him by 
patience, to the ground. He ſuffered 
not his minſtrels to approach his 
preſence ; but likened to the ſcreams 
of the melancholy birds of midnight 
that flit through the folitary vaults 
and echoing chambers of the pyra- 
mide, © Can that God be bene- 
volent, he cried, who thus wounds: 
the ſoul, as from an ambuſh, with 
unexpected forrow, and crufhes his: 
creature in a moment with irreme- 
dileſs ealamity? Ye lying Imane, 


talk no more of the juſtice -and 
kindneſs: 


cf... 


kindneſs of an all- directing Provi. 
gence } He, who you pretend reigns 
in heaven, is ſo far from protecting 
the miſerable ſons of men, that he 
perpetually delights to blaſt the 
ſweeteſt flower in the garden of 
hope; and, like a malignant giant, 
to beat down the ſtrongeſt tower of 
happineſs with the. iron mace of his 
avenging anger. If this Being poſ- 
ſefſed the goodneſs and the poirer 
with which flattering prieſts have 
inveſted him, he would doubtleſs: 
be inclined and enabled to ' baniſh 
thoſe evils which render, the world 
2 dungeon of diſtreſs, a vale of va- 
nity and woe. I will continue in it. 
no longer 

At that moment he usch raiſed 
his hand, which deſpair had armed 
with a dagger, to ſtrike it deep in- 
to bis boſom: when ſuddenly thick 
1 190g of lightening ſhot through 
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the cavern; and a. Being of more 
than human beauty and magnitude, 
arrayed: in azure robes crowned 
with amaranth;, and waving a 
branch of palm in his right hand, 
arreſted the arm of the trembling 
Califf, and ſaid, wirh a majeſtic 
ſmile, “ Follow me to the top of 
yonder. mountain.“ 

Look from W » laid. the hea- 
venly conductor, L am Coloe, the 
angel of peace; look from hence 
into the vale below.” _ 

Bozaldab: obeyed, and. beheld a. 
barren, ſultry, and ſolitary iſland, in, 
the midſt of which fat a. pale, mea- 
gre, and: ghaſtly figure: it was a. 
merchant juſt perithing with fa- 
mine, and lamenting-that he could 
find neither wild. berries, nor a ſin- 
gle ſpring in this forlorn. uninhabited 
deſert ; and begging the protection 


oy heaven againſt the tygers that 
would 


„ 


would certainly deſtroy him, ſince 
he had conſumed the laſt fuel 
he had collected, to make nightly 
fires to affright them. He then caſt 
a caſket of jewels on the ſand, as 
trifles of no uſe; and crept feeble 
and trembling to an eminence, | 
where he was accuſtomed to fit every | 
evening to watch the ſetting-ſun, | 
and to make a fignal to any ſhip 
that might fortunately approach the 
land, 

* Inhabitant of heaven, cried 
Bozaldab, ſuffer not this wretch to 
periſh by the fury of wild beaſts.” 
66 Peace, ſaid the angel, and, ob- | 
ee.“ | 
le looked again, and beheld a 1 
veſſel approach the deſolate iſle. 1 
What words can paint the rapture of F 
the ſtarving merchant, when the 
captain offered to tranſport him to 
his native country, if he would re- 

ward 
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ward him with half the jewels in 
his caſket ! No ſooner had this mer- 
erteſs commander received the ſti- 
pulated ſum, than he held a con- 
fultation wilh the crew, and they 
agreed to feize the remarning jew- 
els, and leave the unhappy exile in 
the fame helpleſs and lamentable 
condition in which they firſt diſ- 
covered him. He wept and trem- 
bled! intreated and implored, —in 
vain. 1 Sap 

% Wilt heaven permit ſuch in- 
qurſtice to be practiſed!ꝰ [exclaimed 
Bozaldab, ! Lock again, faid the 
angel, and behold the very ſhip, 
in which, ſhort ſighted as thou art, 
thou wiſbedſt the merchant” might 
embark, dafhed in pieces oꝶ a rock: 
doft thou not hear the cries of the 
finking ſailors? Preſume not to di- 
rect the Governor of the Univerſe 
in his difpofat of events. The man 


L. i Ne whom 
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whom thou haſt pitied ſhall be ta- 
ken from his dreary ſolitude, but 
not by the method thou wouldſt 
pany? His vice was avyarice 
y which he became at once abo- 
minable and wretched; he fancied 
there was ſome mighty charm in 
wealth, which, like the wand of 
Abdiel, would gratify every with, 
and obviate every fear. This wealth 
he has now been taught not only to 
deſpiſe, but to abhor; he caſt his 
jewels upon the ſand, and confeſſed 
them to be uſeleſs: he offered part 
of them to the mariners, and per- 
ceived them to be pernicious: he 
has now learned, that they are ren- 
dered uſeful or vain, good or evil, 
only by the ſituation and temper of 
the poſſeſſor. Happy is he whom 
diſtreſs has taught wiſdom ! but turn 
thine eyes to another and more in- 
tereſting ſcene,” 


The 
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The Califf inſtantly beheld a mag- 
nificent palace, adorned with the ſta- 
tues of his anceſtors wrought in 
jaſper: the ivory doors of which 
turning on hinges of the gold 
of Golconda, diſcovered a throne 
of diamonds, ſurrounded with the 
rajas of fifty nations, and with 
ambaſſadors in various habits, 
and of different complexions, on 
which ſat Aboram, the much la- 
mented ſon of Bozaldab, and by his 
fide a Princeſs fairer thon an Houri, 

« Gracious Alla! it is my ſon, 
cried the Calif, O let me hold 
him to my heart.” Thou canſt' 
not graſp an unſubſtantial viſion, re- 
plied the angel: I am now ſhewing 
thee what would have been the deſ- 
tiny of thy ſon, had he continued 
longer on earth.” © And why re- 
turned Bozaldab, was he not per- 
mitted to continue? Why was 1 

| not 


( 


not ſuffered to be a witneſs: of ſa 
much felicity and power ?” “Con- 
ſider the ſecret, replied he, that 
dwells in the fifth heaven.” 
Bozaldab looked earneſtly, and 
ſaw the countenance of his ſon, 'on 
which he had been uſed to behold 
the placid ſmile of ſimplicity, and 
the vivid bluſhes of health, now diſ- 
torted with rage, and now fixed in 
the inſenſibility of drunkeneſs; it 
was again animated with diſdain, it 
became pale with apprehenfion, and 
appeared to be withered by intem- 
perance; his hands were ſtained with 
blood, and he trembled by turns 
with fury and terror. The palace 
ſo lately ſhining with oriental pomp, 
changed ſuddenly into the cell of a 
dungeon, where his ſon lay ſtretched 
out on the cold pavement, gagged 
and bound, with his eyes put our. 
Soon after he obſerved the favourite 
* Sultana, 
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Sultana, who before was ſeated by 
his ſide, enter with a bowl of poi- 


ſon, which ſhe compelled Aboran 


to drink, and afterwards married 
the ſucceſſor to his throne, 
“Happy, ſaid Coloe, is he whom 
Providence hath, by the angel 'of 
death, ſnatched from guilt! from 
whom that power is witheld, which, 
had he poſſeſſed, would have accu- 


mulated upon himſelf yet greater 
miſery than it would bring upon 


others.” 
* It is enough, cried Bozaldab, I 
adore the inſcrutable ſchemes of 


Omniſcience From what dread- 


ful evils hath my ſon been reſcued, 
by a death which I rafhly bewailed 
as unfortunate and premature, a 
death of innocence and peace, which 
hath bleſſed his memory upon 
earth, and tranſmitted his ſpirit to 


256 tkies,” 
0 Caſt 
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« Caſt away the dagger, replied 
the heavenly meſſenger, which thou 
waſt preparing to plunge into thine 
own heart. Exchange complaint 
for filence, and doubr for adoration. 
Can a mortal look «down without 
giddineſs and ſtupefaction into the 
vaſt abyſs of eternal wiſdom? Can 
a mind leſs than infinite, perfectly 
comprehend any thing among an 
infinity of objects mutually relative? 
Can the channels cut to receive the 
annual innundations of the Nile or 
the Ganges, contain the waters of 
the ocean? Remember that per- 
fea happineſs cannot be conferred 
on a creature; for perfect happi- 
neſs is an attribute as incommuni- 
cable as perfect power and eternity.“ 


While the angel was ſpeaking thus, 
he ſtretched out his pinions to fly back 
to the empyreum; and the flutter of 
his wings was like the ruſhing of a 
cataract, T Ax 
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ADVICE 
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A MORAL ESSAY, 


AMTI, my ſon, thou haſt 

4 wiſdom, thou haſt knowledge, 
thou haſt riches, and art not happy, 
becauſe thou lackeft content, the 
ſource of virtue. Thou haft ex- 
plored the ample field of variety, 
but haſt not experienced righteouſ- 


p neſs: thou haſt rambled o'er the 
[ a 8 enchanting 
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enchanting meads of vanity, and, 
amidſt all thy ſublunary enjoy- 
ments, doſt not conſider that 
purity of heart is requiſite to 
making thee happy: thou doſt not 
apply thy wiſdom to the reſearches 
of truth. The tranſitory deluſions 
of this life are replete with the be- 
witching momentary pleaſures of 
folly, therefore they yield no ſatis- 
faction, but contribute to annoy the 
poſſeſſor with the calamities of diſ- 
content. The glorious ſun ſhines 
on all thy treaſures, and fails not to 
chear thee with his early and de- 
clining rays, Canſt thou not fee a 
bright example in the proſpect of 
all nature? Vet is thy heart not 
elated with the reflection of thy 
on power. Thou haſt good and 
evil, pleaſure and woe in view: the 
opportunity of thy chooſing, alone 
evinces thy. unhappineſs. 

T 2 It 
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If thy laſcivious eye is ever watch 
fil. oven the daughters of the Eaſt, 
determine thy choice aceording to 
the reſult of thy amorous paſſion, 
and reward her for life, conſidering 
the advantages of her inclination 
towards thee: whereby thou wilt 
poſſeſs the ferenity of a tranquil 
mind; encouraging thee to relinquiſh, 
by a gradval degradation, the per- 
ſuits of thy roving amuſe ments. Thou 
wilt then. acquire new ideas, and 
every day wilt: bring thee nearer to 
the delightful-mount of reaſon; thy 
pleafures wilkcontinuatly vary their 
courſe tilthow haſtattained the fum- 
mit; from whence thou wilt be able 
0 look Nown- on all thy actions 
with the calm- ſatisfaction of ſeit 
government, | E 

Fhe incidents attendant on human 


Hfe ſhould be eonſidered as prepara- 
tory trials. for a future ſtate, deſ- 


© 


(a9 ) 


tined by the Omnipotent Creator. 
Frailty and Foible are inſcparable 
twins, and never-failing companions 
to mankind : to them we muſt ſub- 
mit in every changing ſcene. of ac- 
tion, and happy are they who haye 
intrepidity 10 withſtand their mis- 
fortunes; but ſuch in repidity muſt 
ariſe .from a baſis of ſound Judg- 
ment and ſolid reaſon. 

If thou art oppreſſed with any 
cares of melancholy, remember 
they are the offspring of thy own 
indolent ſituation. Call to thy 
mind the ſtate of the ſcorching pil- 
grim, who having compleated his 
journey, fits himſelf down happy 
with rhe opportunity, and content- 
edly refreſhes himſelf with the laſt 
ſequin ; ſmiling with grateful joy at 
the ſufficiency allotted him by Pro- 
vidence, while thou canſt revel ſe- 
curely at cafe in unbounded luxury. 

I Diſpoſo 
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Diſpoſe thyfelf, with great refo- 
lution, to act aright: withſtand man- 
fully the adverfities of the mind: 
give thyfelf to frequent ferions con- 

templation: in a word, purſue the 
Gctes of Truth, then will thy 
confcience warn thee to fhun the 
rocks of evil, and the gentle gales 
of peace will ſafely waft thy tot- 


tering bark to the haven of true 
felicity. 
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"HEN the renowned Ha- 
roun Araſchid reigned ſu- 
preme over the faithful, in the mag. 
nificent city of Bagdahr, Aboul 
Muzed was prime vizir, diſpenſer of 
the bleſſings of the moſt beneficent 
monarch to the moſt grateful of 
flaves. The Golden Age, ſo much 
talked of by pocts, ſeemed to be 
renewed in he blefſed reign of 
Calif Haroun Araſchid; none com- 
Plained of grievances without imme- 
diate redreſs: he made it his ſtudy 
* to 
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to contribute to the felicity of his 
people; it was too much to laſt. 
Aboul Muſed, the delight of all 
hearts, the faithful ſlave to his ſove- 
reign, the deliverer of the oppreſſed, 
the refuge of the comfortleſs, the 
father of the poor, the prince of the 
Imans: Aboul Muſed, ſo long be- 
loved, ſo much to be lamented, 
yielded his ſoul to the fatal arrow. 
of the angel of death. The ſincere 
ſorrow, the dreadful lamentations, 
the never to be forgotten outcries of 
the faithful on that memorable day, 
are ftill the ſubject of converſation 
in Bagdaht: to be as ſorrowful as 
the, faithful were at the death of 
Aboul Muſed, is become a proverh. 
Thus virtue meets, with ſome por- 
tion of its reward, by the reſpect it 
claims from the good even on earth. 
Jo attempt to deſcribe the ſor- 


row of the Califf on the death of 
his 
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his favourite, would be as vain as to 
think of counting the ſands of the 
ſea, or giving a cauſe for the yęrly 
overflowing of the headleſs Nile: 

ſuffice it to ſay, that it could not be 
exceeded. It was impoſſible the 
Califf ſhould ever forget the words 
he ſpoke when he lay dying in the 
arms of his beloved fon Selim Ab- 
dallah. < O commander of the 
faithful! think it not beneath thee 
to attend to the words of thy dying 
ſlave; not to be ſenſible that I have 
deſerved well of thee, would be do- 
ing injuſtice to my conſcience : my 


heart accuſes me not of ever having 


willingly offended thee; I have con- 
ſtantly prayed to the great Prophet, 
that he would. intercede for thee 
with God, that thou ſhouldeſt poſſeſs 
accumulated heaps of virtuous ho- 
nours: my prayers have been heard, 
and thou haſt long bleſt thy faithful 
ſlave 


| 
| 
| 


| 
| 
| 
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"Aaves of the city of Bagdaht; they 
have often taſted of thy munificence; 
they know the bleſſings that is in 
the power of a good ſovereign to 
*beſtow: continue to ſhadow them 
with the wings of thy goodneſs; 
Took upon them as children given 
thee by the Almighty for adoption; 
be not deaf to the voice of the op- 
preſſed; be fure that thy Cadis 185 
Juſtice even to the meaneſt: ſu 
not corruption to approach the throne 
of judgment; be mercifully ſevere 
-to thoſe who are deaf to the voice 
of reaſon, and never puniſh the 
Mave Whöm milder methods will re- 
form; for a flave executed, may be 
A füture friend loſt : In fine, vir- 
tugus Haroun, , obey the good genius 
that | eonſtantly hovers over 'thee, 
and thou wilt not fail to do right.“ 
With theſe words Aboul Muſed, 
with almoſt à Imile on his / coun- 
þ tEnNances 


— > — 22 
2 2 * 


—— — 


— — — 


— 


— 
— 


— 


— —— — — 


—̃ — — 


. 
= — - WIR 
- — 


/ / ts n 5 -% 
* = —— Lo nn La * * IE ig "IT * 3 8 "4 * 4 - WS. n 
oy - * * E N * 2 E 5 


— 


5 
4 
'F 
5 


7 
4 
1B 
14 i" 
i 
: 
* 1 
4 , 
i! 
14 
uw 
1 
1 
4 . 
7 K : 
#1 
1 
* 1 
41 
S 
« » I, 
1 
6 ue |. 
TY 
1 
1 \ 1 
% "3% 5 
= 
= 
_ 
- * q! 
7 
"x 
[ | 
4 
* 
b | 
* 
8 
. 
* 
bl 


j 
} 


(/ 203. ) 


ſuffered his ſoul to take its flight into. 


paradiſe, If others were ſorrowful, 


his ſon was more, The day before 


Aboul Muſed quitted the earth, he 


ſpoke to Selim as follows: © I per- 


ceive, my ſon, the time of my diſſo- 


lution approacheth: it is the will 
of the Almighty that I ſhould go to 


my fathers, who are in Paradiſe, 


grieve not, Selim, at the decrees. of, 
fate, but comfort thyſelf with the. 


certainty, that I will ſtill be thy 
good genius, conſtanily attending 


thee, through life: I have inſtilled 


into thee ſome principles of virtue: 


treaſure them in thy ſoul, as they 
will be of ſervice to thee in thy fu- 


ture conduct: my many avocations, 
and my conſtant attendance on the 
commands of the beſt of ſovereigns, 


hindered me from dedicating more 


of my time to thy inſtruction; but 
take thaſe tahlets, and thou will 
| find 
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find therein contained a treaſure of 
more worth to thee than the riches 
of the Perfian empire.” 

Selim, as was before ſaid, was 
beyond meaſure ſorrowful for the 
loſs of ſo good a parent: he ſhut 
himſelf up for a month, and would 
ſee nobody; till at laſt, by the com- 
mand of the Califf, he was obliged 
to appear : but, alas! how altered 
from his former ſelf! no more could 
he captivate the hearts of his be- 
holders: from the once ſprightly 
Selim Abdallah, he was become al- 
moſt inanimate. The Califf to en- 
gage his attention, and refcue him 
from a fixed melancholy, gave him 
the moſt beautiful of his female 
flaves : Her nam was Badoura ; 
ſhe was poſſeſſed of every charm 
chat could engage the heart ſave the 
love of virtue. She ſoon made a 


conqueſt of Selim, and by inſenſible 
degrees, 


( 
degrees, led him almoſt into every 
ſpecies of vice; till at laſt, after a 
three years triumph, hurried by an 
cxceſs of paſſion, ſhe poiſoned a 
ſave of whom ſhe was jealous, All 
the intereſt of Selim could not fave 
her from ſuffering by the hands of 
the public executioner. What one 
would have imagined was ſufficient 
to have deprived him of the ſmall 
remains of his reaſon, reſtored him 
4o that which he had loſt ; reflec- 
tion ſeized him, the ſoul of his father, 
which while he had ſtrayed from the 
path of virtue, had forſaken him, 
now took its ſtation as his good ge- 
nius : it ſpoke to him in a voice that 
was to be heard by none but him- 
ſelf: „Selim, Selim, what haſt thou 
been doing? Doſt thou remember 
the tablets; Aſtoniſhed to the 
laſt degree, be recollected he had 
not yet looked into the contents of 


U them; 


. 


them: he inſtantly went to his ca- 
binet, and with a trembling hand 
opened them; but behold he could 
find nothing written in them. He 
examined them more carefully, and 
at length, in ſmall Arabic characters 
found theſe words: * The ſage 
Mirza lives on the banks of the Eu- 
Phrates, two leagues towards the 
ſetting ſun, from Sultan Omar's 
caravan-ſara.“ | 

- Selim, ſtill at a loſs, could not 
conceive what concern it was to him 
to know where Mirza lived: yet 
tired of a place where he had been 
ſo remarkably vicious, he aſked the 
Califf permiſſion to travel: it was 
granted; and having in a ſmall 
ſpace of time provided a ſuitable 
equipage, he ſent out to find Mirza, 
After having travelled ſeven days 
towards the point of the heavens 1n 


which the ſun appears in ics meri- 
dian 
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dian luſtre, he arrived at the Sultan 
Omar's caravanſara. He had often 
enquired of various Faquirs, whom 
he met on the road if they knew the 
fge Mirza? and was told by them 
all, that there was not a ſage in the 
Eaſt that could equal him for wiſ- 
dom. He was not a little ſurpriſed 
to find votive tablets hung up in al- 
moſt every part of the caravanſara 
to the honour of Mirza, by people 
who had been benefited MAY bis gh 
dom. 

With double] joy 1 went now in 
ſearch of him; expecting io have 
found him in a cottage- like retreat, 
but was ſurpriſed, after an hour's 
travel, to ſee before him a magni- 
ficent palace; but more ſo, when he 
was told, by ſome ſlaves, whom he 
met, that therein dwelt their maſter, 
the ſage Mirza. Selim, as he ap- 
— the dwelling perceived in 
9 2 himſclf 
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himſelf a pleafing awe he could no 
ways account for ;, however, he 
bid dhe ſlaue he found. in the portal, 
fays-chat Selim Abdallah, ſon of 
Aboul Muſed'the happy, waned the 
commands of the fage Mirza. 
He had been but a few minutes 
in a ſpacious hall, before Mirza ap- 
peared, and embracing him, ſaid, 
How happy am I to embrace my 
friend Muſed, in the perſon of his 
fon Selim!!! Retire with me, my fon, 
to my apartment, and thou ſhall not 
nepent thy OO” ann a B 11 
ſee me. THT 
cold epllatiog that. was * 9 
ſerved vp, Mirza began as follows: 
am not, my ſon, a ſtranger to 
the various occurrences of thy paſt 
life: chou art a repentant; I fhall, 
therefore forget what thou haſtdone 


amiſs, NN friend thy father 118 
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{had 38 Araſchid firſt paid the 


tribute due to mortality] was to have 
paſſed the remainder of his days with 
me; Ihave not been always retired 
from the buſy world: thy father 
deſired me to inſtruct thee and make 
thee deferving of the preſent I mean 
to heſto on thee; attend to-my ſtory 
which 1 will tell thee in a few 
words. I ſucceeded my father 
Aboulcaſemas Vizir to Mahommed, 
Sultan of Balfora, I had not long 
been Vizir before I came acquainted 
with the Faquir Myd Hamyr he 
taught thy father and myſclf to have 
a right notion of virtue; and dying 
foon after, promiſed to be my good 
genius, and to direct my every 
thought. I found him true to his 
word, and have ever obeyed the im- 
pulſe, little leſs chan divine, and hy 
that means have long enjoyed the 
title of Sage. I gained honour du- 
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ring my adminiſtration.as Vizir, and 
immediately after the Sultan's death 
built this retreat, and have lived 
here ever ſince. Make. virtue, the 
baſis of every action of thy life: 
let no: paſſton be predominant in thy 

breaſt but the love of God, and uni- 
verſal charity to all his. creatures: 
God: beſt knows what is for thy 
good; dictate not to him who is all 
wiſe: virtue is all in, all; and ia 
virtue alone conſiſts the wiſdom I 


am: famed. for. 


Mirza having. fiaiſhed- his dis 
-eourle, aſked . Selim for his father's 


tablets; and having ſtrewed on them 


ſome aſhes of. the root of the herb 


Cotis, there appeared theſe. words, 


Rleſſed be God, who hath brought 


to paſs that which 1wiſhed for: my 


dom is virtuous; my ſoul is at reſt. 
Selim, now thou haſt taſted the 


ſweets of virtuaus- wiſdõm, let not 


any 


6 


any thing tempt thee to deſert it: I, 
my ſon, will be thy good genius, 
and will direct thee in the right 
war. Claim of Mirza the promiſe 
he long ago made me; and thou 
wilt be happy. Be virtuous, or thou 
deſervedſt not his fayour,” 
« I perceive Selim, faid Mirza, 
thou art at a loſs to know what I 
promiſed thy father. It was, that 
I would' give to thee my daughter 
Fatima. Here ſhe comes; take her, 
and make each other happy.” 
What anſwer could Selim give to 
fo much goodnefs : his every Ibok 
exprefled gratitude : he had: ſeen 
and loved Fatima at Bagdaht, with- 
out knowing who ſhe was. Fatima, 
in. ber perſon, was not beautiful, 
but entirely agreeable. With Mir- 
za's notions of virtue and honour, 
the had a delicacy that adapted it 
to her ſex; ſincerity and truth ac- 
companicd. 
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eompanied all her thoughts and 
words, unconſcious of having done 
evil; ſhe had a chearful ſerenity of 
temper : ſhe gave every body the 
praiſe that was their due but her- 
ſelf, and was fearful of not deſery- 
ing the praiſes that were beſtowed 
on her. With Fatima, Selim was 
the happieſt of men. He was ſome 
time after appointed Grand Vizir of 


Damaſcus; and having been tamed 


for virtue, and blefled the people 
under his care for thirty revolutions 


of the fun, he retired with his ſtill 
beloved Fatima to Mirza's habita- 
ion, and ended his days in peace, 
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END OF THE FIRST YOLUME. 


